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In a notice on p. 492 will be found a description of 
the objects with which the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade was established in 
October, 1899, as well as particulars connected with the 
work of the Branch, more especially as regards the 
subjects on which information will be supplied, as far as 
possible. 

The Office of the Commercial Intelligence Branch is 
at 50, Parliament Street, London, 


The principal publications of the Board of Trade will 
be found in a list facing p. 2 of the advertisements, and 
a list of the Annual and Miscellaneous Reports and the 
Treaty Series issued by the Foreign Office, and of the 
Reports issued by the Colonial Office, on p. 491. 


OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 
GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS: ADMIRALTY. 


Tenders will be received until 12 o’clock noon on Wednesday, the 
os 27th inst., for pumps, water-closets and gear, 
Pu Water- and until i2 o’clock noon on Thursday, the 7th 
Cl MPS, At, March next, for fire and watering engines and 
osets, Fire and gear 
Manufacturers only will be accepted. 
oe Patterns may be seen at the Admiralty 
Pattern Rooms, 72, Great Queen Street, Lincoln’s Inn, W.C. 
Forms of tender, containing conditions of contract and all par- 
ticulars, may be obtained on personal application. at the Contract 
Department, Admiralty, or by letter addressed “ Director of Navy 
Contracts, Admiralty, Whitehall, S.W.” 


| 
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CANADA. 


The following trade enquiries have been received at the Canadian 
i Section of the Imperial Institute, from the 
commeior' ba Curator of which Section further particulars 
may be obtained. 

Home Enquiries—A London firm of importers desires names of 
Canadian shippers of poultry. 
.» Canadian Enquiries—A Canadian manufacturer asks to be placed 
in communication with importers of hogs’ hair. 

A Canadian manufacturer of various kinds of asbestos covering 
would like to hear from United Kingdom importers. 

A Toronto firm of jobbers write that they could advantageously 
represent a first class manufacturer of cutlery. 

An Ontario shipper of apples, evaporated apples, skins and 
cores, &c., seeks correspondence from buyers of these articles. 


The “ British Columbia Review” of 9th inst. states that there 

appears to be a good opening for English capital 
Asbestos Deposits: in developing the asbestos deposits in the 

Province of Quebec. A German and an 
American company are already operating there in addition to local 
companies, and nearly 3,000 hands are employed, but the demand 
is considerably in excess of the supply, and the enquiry for asbestos 
is said to be constantly increasing. This form of mining is said to 
yield a very satisfactory profit, and as there seems every probability 
that the consumption will steadily increase there should be a good 
opening for capital in that direction. 


NORWAY. 


or the su of fire hoses, ing, rails, stee 
to be received by the 16th March. And for 
various groceries and provisions ; tenders to be received by the 
50th March. 
Further information respecting these tenders may be obtained 
on personal application at the Commercial Department of the 
Foreign Office between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


PORTUGAL. 


The «Lisbon Gazette” of 13th inst. contains announcements 
. calling for tenders, to be presented prior to 
nares of. p-m. on 28th inst. in the Terreiro do Trigo 
Buildings. Barracks in Lisbon, for the construction of an 
edifice intended for the Custom House Delegation in Alcantara- 
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Mar, for which a | deposit of 350 milreis, or about. 
531. 17s., is required ; and 

For the construction of a building required by the Fiscal Post in 
the same town, the provisional deposit required in this last case 
being 600 milreis, or about 921. 7s. 


The “Lisbon Gazette” of 14th inst. contains an announcement 
calling for tenders to be delivered previous to 
Boiler Tubes. 1 p.m. on 4th prox. in the Secretariat of the 
Administrative Council of State Railways, for 
the supply of 96 locomotive boiler-tubes of copper for the South 
and South-Western Railways, and of 94 of the same for the Minho 
and Douro Railways. A provisional deposit of 100 milreis, or 
about 151. 7s, is required for the whole supply, or one-half the 
amount for the supply of one or other of the railways named. 
Specifications and conditions may be seen in the Secretariat of 
the Administrative Council of State Railways in Lisbon, or in the 
Secretariat of the Directorate of the South and South-Western 
Railways, and in Oporto at the Secretariat of the Directorate of 
the Minho and Douro Railways. 


The same “ Gazette” contains a notice calling for tenders, to be 
presented at the same place and prior to the 
Angle Irons, &c. same hour, for the supply of 546 angle irons 
(E and L), 402 bars, 50 plates and 38 rods, for 
the use of the South and South-Western Railways. The provisional 
deposit in this case is 119 milreis, or about 181. 6s. 
The plans and conditions may be seen at the Secretariat of the 
South and South-Western Railways, Square San Roque, 22, Lisbon. 
The “Gazettes” containing the above notices may be seen 
on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board 
of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours 
of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


PORTUGAL—WEST AFRICA. 


The “ Moniteur Officiel du Commerce” of 7th inst. announces 
Tenders for that tenders will be received up to 1 p.m. on 
Railwa 15th April next, at the office of the Colonial 
Ah wf Railways, Lisbon, for the various works con- 
- on. nected with building the road-bed of the section 
of the railway from Benguella to Monte Sahda, a length of about 
seven miles. Conditions of contract and other particulars may be 
seen any day (excepting holidays) at the office of the Colonial 
Railways, Lisbon, and at the offices for the construction of the 
railway at Benguella. <A provisional deposit of 700 milreis (about 
108/.) will be required with any tender. [See the notice on p. 396 
of the “ Board of Trade Journal” of 22nd November last. ] 
Az 


| 
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SPAIN. 


The “Madrid Gazette” of 11th inst. contains an announcement 

that a concession has been applied for on 

- account of the “Tramways de Granade et de 

Murcie a Alcantarilla et ” Company 

y: for a mechanical tramway from Espinardo to 

the Cemetery of Jesiis (Province of Murcia), and that one month 

is allowed in which other applications offering better terms, and 

accompanied by their relative plans and proofs of the legal 
guarantee deposit having been made, may be sent in. 


Concession for 


The same “ Gazette” contains a notice calling for tenders, to be 
Seuities of presented by a date hereafter to be announced, 
eich ke for the painting of ships of war and buildings of 
ee the Ferro] Arsenal, as well as the furnishing of 
paints and analogous supplies which may be needed in said arsenal 
from the Ist July next until the end of December, 1903. The 
provisional deposit called for with any tender is 1,500 pesetas, or 
431. 4s. 6d., from which it would appear that the contract may be 
worth about 30,000 pesetas, or, say, 864/.10s. The list of upset 
prices and table of conditions are to be seen at the Secretariat of 
the Arsenal, and at the Ministry of Marine. 


The “Gazette” alluded to also announces that the date on which 

the tenders for the supply of canvas and other 

ae a textiles for the Ferrol Arsenal (see “ Board of 

_ Trade Journal ” of 14th inst., page 382) will be 
opened at 12.30 on 7th prox. 


The same “ Gazette” also contains a notice calling for tenders for 

the supply of 1,500 metric tons (1,000 kilogs. 

Supply of Coal. each) of coal for the use of the dredger and port 

works at Santander, at the upset price of 93,150 

pesetas, or 2,684/. 8s. Tenders will be opened at noon on 25th 

inst. in the house of the President of the Port Works at Muelle 

34, third, left hand, where the terms and conditions of the contract 

are to be seen. Proof of the deposit (provisional) of 932 pesetas, 
or 261. 17s., is required with any tender. 


The “ Madrid Gazette” of 12th inst. contains laws authorising 
. .., concessions, without subvention from the State, 
Raley Material tho following railways, viz. :— 


Cones 1. From El Matico to La Esperanza. 
2. From the station of Abojio, on the proposed 
line from Verifia to El Musel, to Candas, with 


gran 
for Railways). 
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branches to the iron mines. This concession is granted to the 
Mines and iggy ges of Carreiio. 

3. From San Martin del Rey Aurelio to Lieres, with two 
branches to Santa Ana and to Rozadas. This concession is granted 
to the Gijon Industrial Credit Company. 

4, From the mineral district of Utrillas to Saragossa, This 
concession, which is for 99 years, is granted to the Mines and 
Railway Company of Utrillas, domiciled in Saragossa. The line is 
to be narrow gauge (see ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal” of 14th inst., 

. 382). 
P 5. ae the town of Andoain to the place called Plazaola. 

6. From kilometre No. 1 of the railway from Las Arenas to 
Plencia (in Las Arenas) to the wharf of said place at the point 
called Punto de Begojia. The concession is granted to the railway 
company from Las Arenas to Plencia, and the line is to be metre 
gauge. 


The “ Madrid Gazette” of 13th inst. contains a notice calling for 
—_— tenders, which will be opened at 3 p.m. on 
x onl 13th April next, for the execution of the works 
aad ; of the proposed new wharf of La Consigna and 
the interior wharf of the port of Iviza (Province of Baleares). 
A deposit (provisional) of 46,000 pesetas, or 1,325/. 13s., has to be 
made to entitle any tender to consideration, the estimate for the 
whole of the work being 914,707'55 pesetas, or 26,3601. 9s. 
Tenders will be opened at the day and hour named, in the 
Directorate General of Public Works (office of the Ministry of 
Agriculture, &c.), Madrid. The estimate, conditions and plans 
may be seen in the Office of Ports of the said Ministry in Madrid, 
and in the office of the Civil Government in the Province of 
Baleares. 


The “Madrid Gazette” of 14th inst. contains a Royal Order 

Supply of authorising the Committee in charge of the 

n ie . a works of the new prison in Valencia to instal, 

— and ane without the formality of calling for tenders, 

EI my ‘ail hydraulic and electric supply systems, and to 
Furniture. acquire the furniture for the new building. 


The “ Madrid Gazette” of is oe — an announcement 
: calling for tenders, to be presented before 
Machinery for 3 ym. on 10th April next, for the supply and 
installation of the material and apparatus | 
necessary for the discharge of merchandise, the 
transmission of motive power, the notification of the outbreak of 
fire, and the lighting of the warehouses, galleries, rooms, and 


Deposit 
Warehouse. 
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southern front of the commercial warehouse of the Port of 
Barcelona. A provisional deposit of 1,000 pesetas, or about 291., 
is necessary to entitle a tender to consideration. 


A farther call is made for tenders, to be presented prior to 3 p.m. 
nt on 17th April next, for the supply and putting 
Weighing in place of 32 weighi hines, f 

: place o weighing machines, for the use 

Machines vd of the aforesaid commercial warehouse. The 

bese ay ve deposit required in this instance is 500 pesetas, 

or about 141. 10s. 

The plans and conditions for both the above contracts are on 

view in the Secretariat of the Committee, Ist floor of the ‘‘ Casa- 
lonja,” in Barcelona. 


The same “Gazette” contains a notice calling for tenders, to be 
iaciae presented before noon on 23rd prox. in the 
ete Directorate-General of Municipal Administration 
Waterwor: (in the “ Ministerio de la Gobernacion ”), for the 
construction of a third waterworks for the town of Gijon, at the 
upset price of 294,242-73 pesetas, or about 8,5411. 3s. A provisional 
deposit of 5 per cent. of this amount is required to be made 
precedent to any tender. 


The “Gazettes” containing the above notices may be seen on 
application at the Commercial Intelligence Department of the 
Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, 8.W., any day between the 
hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


SERVIA. 


In a recent report to the Foreign Office, H.M. Consul at Belgrade 

its states that cheap, and for the most part inferior 
British Ison and oods best suit the present requirements of 

Tin Plates. servian customers, and it is this cheapness and 
inferiority which militates, for instance, against an improvement 
in the metal trade with the United Kingdom. It is frequently 
asserted by experienced agents that British metals would find a 
good market in Servia if that country could afford to take a better 
class of goods. Our manufacturers, however, cannot be acquitted 
of blame for their failure to make the most of their opportunities 
in iron and tin-plates. Galvanised iron plates are a sufficiently 
important article of importation, and the requisite conditions for 
satisfactory business therewith were carefully explained in Report 
No. 2,383, Annual Series. Although the sale of these plates 
‘ depends entirely upon attention to packing and numbering, British 


goods seem to be frequently sent to Belgrade without the slightest . 


regard to this essential point. A consignment of 20 tons is 
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reported to have arrived in the month of November without one 
single bundle being in order or in a saleable state. Plates cannot 
be disposed of in Servia in this manner. Their quality is quite 
equal to the Austrian, but the latter always arrive faultless in 
every respect, and meet therefore with deserved success. The 
above remarks are equally applicable to tin-plates. 

The present situation of the market is reported to be favourable 
for the importation from the United Kingdom of black iron-plate 
which is purchased in large quantities from Austria-Hungary. 
The latter country offers this article at 22 kr. (18s. 4d.) per 100 
kilos. (1 ewt. 3 qrs. 24-4 Ibs.) franco Belgrade. (Foreign Office, 
Annual Series, 2,553.) 


OTTOMAN EMPIRE. 


According to the “ Levant Herald ” of 6th inst., an Imperial Ivradé 

, has granted to a Turkish merchant the conces- 

yg rd a sion to establish at Smyrna a manufactory of 
See hemp and flannel goods. 


The “Levant Herald” of 31st ult. states that, according to the 

Turkish press, the Minister of the Civil List 

neon has come to an agreement with the other 

Departments as to the establishment of a steam 

navigation service on the lake of Van, and that he is now about to 
order the requisite steamers. 


EGYPT. 


As to the methods which should be adopted for the extension of 

British trade with Egypt, a report recently 
Hints to Traders. received at the Foreign Office states that pushin 

agents (if possible, English) should be appointed, 
and commercial travellers, speaking at least one foreign language, 
should be sent to Egypt at frequent intervals to study the require- 
ments of the market. At the present time not nearly enough 
English commercial travellers visit Egypt. 

More use of the parcels post might be made by British traders, 
and when time is a matter of importance parcels should be sent by 
the overland route. There are two routes by which parcels may 
be posted to Egypt,—via Gibraltar, or via the Continent. The 
first route is cheaper, but involves considerable delay, the time 
occupied in transit. being about three weeks. A parcel sent by 
the overland route arrives almost as quickly as a letter, and this 
route should therefore be chosen when time is a matter of im- 
portance. 


444 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [Feb. 21, 1901. 


Openings for British Trude. 


Enquiries respecting the persons with whom to deal can be best 
made by means of a trustworthy agent or an intelligent commercial 
traveller, and failing either of these by a reference to the British 
Chamber of Commerce, at Alexandria, which institution has rendered 
valuable service to British trade, in this and many other respects, 
though the lack of financial support accorded to it by manufac- 
turers in the United Kingdom as compared with that afforded to 
the French Chamber by firms in France is much to be deplored. 
In this connection, the Vice-Consul states that, although communi- 
cations are frequently received by this Consulate from firms in the 
United Kingdom respecting agents or buyers who have failed to 
meet their engagements, he has not known a single case in which 
such defaulters had been recommended by the British Chamber of 
Commerce. 

The Vice-Consul adds that the chief desideratum in Egypt is 
cheapness. ‘The quality of the article must be as good as is 
possible for the money, but it must be cheap. This axiom applies 
generally, but is particularly applicable to such articles as wearing 
apparel, boots and shoes, ironmongery, hats and caps and sporting 

ns. 

Another important matter is expedition in delivery, especially 
in reference to the supply of rolling stock or locomotives for the 
railways, where time is of capital importance. (Foreign Office, 
Annual Series, 2,549.) 


UNITED STATES—HAWAII. 


A despatch, dated 18th ult., has been received at the Foreign 

Office, from H.M. Consul at Honolulu, report- 
Barbour Works ing that the United States Government are 
near Honolulu. bout to take measures for the improvement of 
Pearl Harbour, near Honolulu, so as to provide additional and 
safe anchorage for merchant shipping arriving at Honolulu, the 
limited area of the port being found quite inadequate to furnish the 
accommodation necessary to meet the increasing requirements of 
the shipping business. 

A short time since a Board of Survey was appointed to make 
a new survey of the entrance of Pearl Harbour, with the view, if 
judged expedient, to expending at once the appropriation made 
by Congress some years ago to cut through the reef barring entry 
to deep sea vessels, and opening the harbour to such vessels. 

The following advertisement just issued by the United States 
Engineer Office, San Francisco, inviting tenders for dredging the 
entrance of the harbour would appear to be the outcome of the 
Government’s consideration of the Board’s report :— 

*‘Sealed proposals for dredging the entrance to Pearl Harbour, 
Island of Oahu, Hawaiian Islands, will be received at the United 
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States Engineer Office, Flood Building, San Francisco, California, 
until 12 noon, 27th February, 1901. Further information may be 
obtained on application to W. H. Heuer, Lieutenant-Colonel, 
Engineers.” 


BRAZIL. 


The United States Consul at Santos, in a report dated 24th November 
eo last, states that the consumption of ice in 
Refrigerators. Santos, and, indeed, in the State of Sao Paulo 
generally, is increasing every day. ‘This is due 
principally to the unceasing demand for ice in the restaurants, 
hotels, and other public places where drinks are served. 
Foreigners—chiefly Germans, Americans, and Englishmen—who 
are unaccustomed to a tropical climate are loudest in the call for 
this commodity. No doubt the use of ice would be far more 
general if companies were organised to deliver it from house to 
house. In the Consul’s opinion, the organisation of an ice com- 
pany in Santos would prove a profitable undertaking. The Consul 
adds that the use of ice is almost unknown in the Brazilian fish 
markets. One dealer informed him that ice was not only too dear, 
but was very difficult to procure. The same conditions exist in 
the vegetable and meat markets, and it is not surprising that by 
the end of the day everything in the nature of fresh meat and 
fish should be pretty well cooked by the tropical heat of the 
country. A large quantity of ice could also be sold to vessels 
arriving and departing from Santos. 

The Consul further states that refrigerators would sell well in 
Brazil. In the State of Santos only the best hotels have re- 
frigerators, though they are beginning to be employed in a few 
saloons, where they have been found most useful and convenient. 
So far, however, they have not been introduced to any extent in 
private houses. As only about one out of twenty meat dealers 
uses refrigerators, one may judge of the opening in Santos for 
these useful articles. Properly introduced, there is no reason why 
they should not meet with a ready sale. 


The Acting British Consul for the State of Maranhao reports that 
, the lack of published statistics makes it im- 
—_ — possible to draw conclusions as to which 
country is obtaining the larger share of the 


import trade. There seems to be a consensus of opinion amongst 
the importers, however, that although the bulk of their trade is 
done with the United Kingdom, yet that other nations are creeping 
up. It must be remembered that in Brazil as in many other 
countries, although the national wealth is not decreasing, yet the 
purchasers, whilst more numerous, are less wealthy. ‘Th 


ere are 
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fewer rich men and fewer very men. At the same time the 
poor man is not yet in a position to purchase expensive com- 
modities, and he does not often realise that sometimes the more 
expensive article is the cheaper in the long run. The consequence 
of this is that there is an ever-increasing demand for cheap and 
showy goods and a diminishing demand for solid and expensive 
commodities. As regards pushing trade, there is but one way in 
Brazil, and that is to employ active and intelligent travellers. 
Illustrated catalogues and advertising literature are not worth the 
money spent in preparing and distributing them. (Foreign Office, 
Miscellaneous Series, 547.) 


AGRICULTURAL INDUSTRIES AND BOTANICAL 
STATIONS IN SOUTHERN NIGERIA. 


During the year 1899-1900, a Forestry Department was formed 


in Southern Nigeria. The first matter that required dealing with 
by this department was the preservation of the extensive rubber 
forests in the Benin territories. 

The Acting Commissioner for Southern Nigeria states in his 
recently issued report that, in his opinion, great credit is due to 
Mr. Hitchens, the Forestry Inspector, for the very energetic 
manner in which he carried out this work, and for the successful 
efforts he made to educate the Binis to safeguard the rubber trees. 
The wholesale destruction of yielding trees and vines in both the 
Lagos and Gold Coast Colonies pointed to the necessity there was 
for immediately framing regulations laying down the manner in 
which the rubber should be worked, and the seasons when it was 
permitted to work it. Sir Ralph Moor met the case, by drawing 
up certain regulations which were duly enacted and made law in 
the Benin territories. The duty of seeing that these regulations 
were carried out as far as possible lay with the Forestry Inspector, 
and the regulations proved most effective, as the following extract 
from the Forestry Inspector’s Annual Report will show. 

Referring to these regulations, the report states :—‘I endeavoured 
to make them preventively operative by personally inspecting and 
assessing the value of rubber forests belonging to nearly 100 Bini 
towns and villages ; by creating, in accordance with the extent of 
forests, stafls of ex-officio rubber inspectors in each of them; by 
instructing the inhabitants of all of them in the only safe regulated 
way of tapping suited to local circumstances; by explaining in 
detail the rubber regulations prohibiting tapping during the dry 
season; and by constituting every Bini an ew-officio policeman 
to bring to justice any rubber gatherer infringing the regula- 
tions . . . Fortunately the Binis, whuse eyes I have opened 


Feb, 21, 1901. | THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 447 


Agricultural Industries and Botanical Stations in Southern Nigeria. 


on every possible occasion to the value of their rubber forests, 
responded with alacrity, and to-day exercise such restraining 
influence on prohibited rubber-tapping and adulterated rubber- 
producing that not a single rubber gatherer is free from close 
‘ shadowing,’ and not a single ball of rubber and prohibited root 
rubber could work its undetected way to Lagos or our own tradin 
factories. Even though gathered out of this Protectorate, it coul 
not work its way down unchallenged, provided it had to pass any 
portion of the Benin City territories. This is so in every part of 
the territories—even in the newly acquired districts stretching 
eastward.” 

It is only in the Benin territories that such regulations are in 
force, as the other rubber forests in the Protectorate lie in those 
parts where native councils do not exist, and consequently it is not 
possible to enact native laws by which the regulations can be 
brought into force. It will probably be found advisable to issue 
a Proclamation dealing with rubber forests throughout the 
Protectorate. 

During the year nurseries were established in a few centres of 
districts. The object of these nurseries is to form plantations 
close to villages for seed-producing purposes. This will eventually 
allow every village to collect its own seed in order to sow in the 
bush at the commencement of the rainy season. 

It is also interesting to note that during the year, out of an 
approximate length of roadway in the Benin territories of 450 
miles, the Forestry Inspector planted 250 miles of road with 
rubber seed, four deep on each side of the main roads and bush 
paths. Probably before very long it will be found wise to 
establish Government rubber reservations in different parts of the 
Protectorate. 

Rules and regulations governing timber concessions were 
promulgated during the year, with the result that several 
concessions were taken up and work commenced on two or three 
of them: this industry should thrive, as there is, no doubt, a 
- large quantity of mahogany and other valuable timber in the 
Protectorate. The greatest difficulty to be contended with is 
where the timber exists at some distance from the water-ways. 
The concessions in which timber was worked were situated on the 
banks of the rivers, and créeks, and consequently a minimum 
amount of land transport was necessary before the logs were 
floated in the river. 

With the exception of rubber, the working of which is expected 
to increase every year, the only industry carried on to any extent 
by the natives is the working of the oil palm. The natives on 
the banks of the Qua Ibo River do a certain amount of trade in 
piassava, but the quantity exported is not very considerable. 


} 
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The report on the trade of Grenada, recently issued by the 
Colonial Office, states that in 1899 the total imports amounted to 
226,828/., being 25,045/. more than the imports in 1898, and 
48,2781. over the annual average for the five years—1894 to 1898 
inclusive. A 

The total exports amounted to 267,7381., being 10,4641. more 
than the exports in 1898, and 75,798/. over the average for the 
five years mentioned. 

It will be noticed that the excess of exports over imports 
reached 40,9101. as compared with 13,290/., the average annual 
excess during the five years preceding 1899. 

The imports were thus divided :— 

£ 


showing an increase 
From the United Kingdom 1019214 over the previous 
year of ... 6,938 
British Colonies 64,603 10,737 
» Foreign Countries 60,303 7,370 


The importations of raw material rose by 2,248/., nearly one 
half of this increase being due to the greater use of manure, of 
which a quantity, valued at 1,817/., was received in 1899. To this 
total value the United States contributed 376/., no manure being 
imported thence in 1898. The Foreign West Indies was repre- 
sented by a value of 321/., as against nil in 1898; while the 
manure from the United Kingdom increased in value by 8331., 
and that from the British West Indies showed a large decrease. 

There is an increase of 7,520/. shown in manufactured articles. 
In “glassware,” “hardware,” ‘new furniture,” and in the 
“unenumerated metal manufactures,” all of which are chiefly 
imported from England, increases are shown which more than 
counterbalance a diminution of 3,000/. in textiles, and which, 
together with well distributed but small increases in other articles 
of the class, result in the net increase of 7,5201. 

Of the increase of 7,3701. from foreign countries, 5,534. is due to 
importations from the United States and nearly 1,300I. to 
importations from France. 

Foreign import trade is at present almost entirely confined to 
the United States, and the following figures may therefore be of 
— as having a bearing on the prospects of the new Canadian 
ine. 


Total Imports | Total Exports 
preene Imports from United to United 
Year. U from Kingdom and | Kingdom 
Canada. Foreign Foreign 
Countries. Countries. 


1897 wes ons 44,529 2,816 164,356 154,439 
1898 os ee 52,104 6,372 210,783 257,274 
1899 57,638 6,748 226,828 267,738 


£ £ £ £ 
ae 1,658 154,405 183,883 
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In a recent report to the Foreign Office, H.M. Consul at 
Belgrade reports that the mineral wealth of Servia is very varied 
and consists of gold, silver, lead, copper, antimony, quicksilver, 
iron, lignite, coal, lithographic stone, marble, &c. Comparatively 
little of this has yet been touched, although a considerable amount 
of British and other foreign capital has been sunk in attempts to 
turn the ores to account. The causes of failure are explained as 
springing from want of roads, obstinacy of certain mineral 
combinations which do not always yield to ordinary and 
economical methods of treatment, and especially from the eruptive 
and casual character of the geological formations which too often 
give shallow pockets instead of deep continuous lodes. The fact 
of these repeated disappointments, and of the capricious nature of 
some Servian ore deposits, should be borne in mind as a wholesome 
check to the imaginative ideas of those who may be inclined to 
fancy that a new Transvaal or Klondike has been discovered in the 
auriferous deposits of the north-eastern portion of Servia. A 
sober hope that gold may be worked in Servia in paying quantities 
is all that experience would seem so far to justify. 

Ten concessions conveying a right to search for gold have been 
given to different individuals in these north-eastern districts, 
where many remains of ancient mining works are found. The 
most important of these, with respect to actual operations, is at 
Glogovica in the valley of Timok, Department of Kraina, which 
is held by Mr. George Weifert, who has lately gone to considerable 
expense in setting up crushing machinery on his property. 

rom an account of the guld bearing regions of Servia published 

by Dr. Antula, Geologist of the Servian Mining Department, it 
appears that the waters of all the rivers and streams flowing from 
the Deli Jovan mountains into the Timok River are charged with 
gold. The alluvial deposits and hilly terraces are not very powerful, 
and it is only the portions situated immediately over the stony 
gabbro soil that are of any importance. The euphotide soils of 
the Sikolska and Salaska streams are the best known for their 
nuggets, which are also found along the Glogovacka River in a 
mass of white argil associated with gabbro shingle. The country 
in the region of Deli Jovan is the only part of Servia where 
deposits of gold have yet been found to exist in the serpentine 
formation. Auriferous pyrites are generally found either con- 
centrated or dispersed throughout a quartzose mass, and are usually 
associated with mispickel. The lodes vary from several metres tq 
almost nil. Of 10 waggon loads of picked ore sent by Mr. Weifert 
from Glogovica to Schemnitz, in Hungary, to be smelted, it was 
found that this ore with 40 per cent. of pyrites yielded 103 
grammes (15894 grains) of gold to the ton. His local experiments 
have given 6 grammes (92} grains) of amalgamated gold per ton, 
the concentrated ore yielding from 40 to 70 grammes (617} to 
1,0803 
Mr. Aca Novakovitch is another concessionnaire who may be 
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mentioned in connection with experimental gold-mining in the 
valley of the Timok. His operations are conducted at Vratarnica 
and Mali Izvor. 

In the neighbourhood of Neresnica, on the River Pek, in the 
department of Pojarevatz, are concessions for search rights, held 
in one case by Messrs. Popovitch, Durrenberger, Miinch, and 
- Qzerovitch, and in the other by Messrs. Dimitri Krsmanovitch, 
and Pera I. Jovanovitch. From Kucevo, on the River Pek, 
towards Neresnica, the traces of former works are visible along the 
left bank of the stream, and throughout almost the entire length of 
its bed, The Valley of the Pek, from Kucevo to the village of 
Duboka, is filled with powerful deposits of grit and auriferous 
pebbles. It is placed in a tertiary basin whose edges are covered 
with powerful diluvial terraces. From Neresnica to Duboka, up 
the course of the stream as far as Debli Lug, with the exception 
of a narrow strip near Neresnica, the valley of the Pek rests on a 
foundation of various primitive schists and granite. The diluvial 
sediments here become very powerful, and climb the mountain 
slopes in the form of terraces 150 metres (492 ft.) high. These 
terraces consist for the most part of feebly-cemented arenacious 
material, divided by strata of argil and banks of coarse sand and 
shingle. Washings made from Kucevo to Debli- Lug, along the 
Pek and its affluents, prove the existence of gold in several por- 
tions of the alluvial deposits. Good results have been obtained 
from washings in the Recica deposits and along the Loncarski 
brook, where well-preserved timber galleries from ancient work- 
ings are to be seen. The deposits in this district have a height of 
50 metres (164 ft.), and consist of pebble and sand layers with 
thin strata of plastic argil suitable for pottery purposes. Traces of 
gold are found in a number of other localities scattered throughout 
this region, but the richest diluvial deposits are said to be found 
in the south-east flank of Lakudin Zbeg, where one day’s washings 
have produced 99°35 grammes (1,533 grains) of gold in sharp-edged 
grains, and from 7 to 13 grammes (108 to 200 grains) in nuggets. 

The country drained by the Mlava and its affluents, the Poreska 
River and the basins of the Plavnica and Jasenica are also suspected 


of holding gold in paying quantities, but the washings hitherto 


undertaken have not been sufficiently systematic or continuous to 
determine the amount that may be contained in the various deposits. 
The great number of ancient works seems to point to the fact that 
gold-mining was at one time found to be remunerative. It is 
thought that the chief difficulty in conducting search for gold will 
lie in the circumstance that most of the auriferous deposits are in 
cultivated properties. The gold extracted from a great number of 
deposits is generally in the form of ones nuggets or fairly 
—— grains. Signs of quartz are frequently found on the nuggets, 
which would indicate the nature and comparative proximity of the 
original bed. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,553.) 
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TRADE OF THE IONIAN ISLANDS (CORFU AND 
CEPHALONIA). 


H.M. Consul at Corfu in a recent Report to the Foreign Office 


on the trade of that island, states that the total value of exports 
and imports of Corfu for the year 1899 amounted to 187,2861., and, 
compared with that of the preceding year, 1898, which amounted 

to 246,235/., shows a decrease of 58,949/., i.¢., 26,9941. in the 
and 81 ,9551. in the imports. 


The reason of this enormous falling off, observable in both 
exports and imports, is the almost entire failure of the olive oil 
yield and the vintage in 1899-1900, which compelled retail dealers to 
limit their transactions, and orders from abroad were small, as it 
was not certain whether the amount required could be supplied. 
For the same reason credit given to exporters from abroad was 
much limited. 


Other factors affecting importation are the exchange and high 
import duties; the former, continually fluctuatin ng at high rates, 
rendered the importation of foreign goods very difficult. 


The Consul in the course of his report writes as follows: “The 
catalogues sent to this consulate, and always placed on a table in 
this office for inspection by persons who might wish to do so, 
although beautifully printed and well got up, will never attain the 
desired effect unless they are accompanied by translations in Greek, 
Italian, or French ; metrical weights and measures should also be 
given, and, if possible, quotations made in decimal currency. This 
would doubtless entail extra expense and labour owing to the 
fluctuations of exchange. It is to be hoped, however, that this 
difficulty will eventually be overcome. 

British commercial travellers never appear at this consulate.” 


Further on in the report it is stated that high prices appear to 
be the principal obstacle to the development of British trade, at 
least in the Ionian Islands, and this to some extent accounts for 
the decline of British trade noticeable in recent years. 

Owing to the high rate of exchange, the heavy Customs duties, 
and the great distress which prevails in consequence of the almost 
complete failure of the principal crops, the natives are compelled to 


prefer cheaper materials to those of a costlier nature, although well 
aware that in the long run the more expensive article would last 
them more than double the time, perhaps, of the cheaper one, but 
ready-money, exacted by the seller, is very difficult, not to say 
impossible, at present. The Consul adds that so long as the 
distress now prevailing continues, it is much to be feared that an 
introduction.of British goods in the island must not be expected to 
take place. 
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The following table shows the total value of articles exported 
from and imported to Corfu during the years 1898 and 1899 :— 


Exports. Imports. 


1899. 1893. 


£ 
6,937 


9,588 
33,893 
6,417 
4,227 
4,347 
1,520 
2,221 
648 


87,809 158,425 126,471 


In the same report will be found the following table showing 
total value of all articles exported from and imported into 
Cephalonia to and from foreign countries during the years 
1898 and 1899 :— 


| Imports. 
| 1899, | 1898. 1899. 


Kingdon 


5,980 
13,085 


152,108 | 126,935 178,705 170,815 


_ (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,554.) 


452. 
| 1898, — | 1899. 
United Kingdom ... ... 3,754 21,326 16,833 
Russia 9,066 5,642 21,363 21,777 
Austria-Hungary ... ... 5,767 10,467 33,638 24,419 
Turkey 5,370 5,615 34,976 
France 3,530 2,632 8,547 
| | £ | 
472 , 35,450 | 33,850 
4,087 | 1,925 | 48,600 46,500 
Austria-Hungary ... ooo 8,000 | 5,500 | 31,1C0 29,700 
Germany ... 19,184 15,584 11,500 10,650 
Holland ... ... ...| 100,847 86,235 825 600 
5,422 4,383 26,500 25,275 
France 3,500 | 1,850 5,750 4,200 
7,765 1,150 975 
Turkey 1,784 | 1,350 | 5,830 
Other countries... ... 1,138 | 1,525 12,000 
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_ TRADE IN EGYPT IN 1899 AND 1900. 


The British Vice-Consul at Alexandria, in a recent report to the 
Foreign Office, states that the total value of the imports into and 
px exports from Egypt for each year, from 1896 to 1900, was as 

ollows :— 


Year. Imports. Exports. Total. 


£ £ 

13,562,910 23,687,229 


The foregoing figures, says the Vice-Consul, must be regarded 
as pointing to a highly satisfactory condition of things. Imports 
have shown a considerable and steady annual increase, while 
exports have kept well up to the average of previous years, even 
when the price of cotton was unusually low, and have considerably 
exceeded the average when prices were higher, as in 1899 and the 
first half of 1900. There is no doubt whatever that Egypt has 
entered on an era of increasing prosperity. The condition of the 
native cultivator, who is the backbone of the country, has materially 
improved of late years. At the present time the native cultivators 
are in so good a financial position that, in many cases, although 
the present prices are high, they are holding back their cotton crop 
(gathered in September) in the expectation that there will be a 
further rise. This is as satisfactory as it is remarkable. In the 
days before the occupation, when, through unequal taxation and 
the unfair distribution of the water supply, the humbler native 
cultivator was at the mercy of the usurer, his crop was usually 
disposed of long before it was gathered, and he was seldom able to 
reap the benefit of an advance in price. This symptom of the 
increased prosperity of the native cultivator is the more remarkable 
at the present moment, seeing that the Nile flood of 1899 was the 
lowest on record, and the consequent scarcity of water during the 
summer of 1900 appreciably diminished the size of the cotton crop 
which has just been gathered. Happily, the dams now in course 
of construction on the Nile will considerably reduce the perils of a 
low flood, and will bring a larger area under cultivation. While 
the condition of the cultivator is obviously much improved, there 
are visible signs in the towns of growing prosperity. In Alexandria, 
for instance, there has been, during the last three years, remarkable 
activity in building houses of the better class, more particularly in 
Ramleh and other suburban districts, while at the same time rents 
are, if anything, rising. These, and many other signs of prosperity, 
are the result of the increase of the trade and shipping of the 
town, and are only very partially due to the growth of population. 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,549.) 


* From the Egyptian monthly accounts. 
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CONDITIONS OF TRADE BETWEEN PORTUGAL AND 
THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


~ A report has been received, through the Foreign Office, from H.M. 
Legation in Lisbon, in which reference is made to the condition 
of trade between Portugal and Great Britain. Alluding to the 
increase of German trade with Portugal, H.M. Minister notes that 
there are at present from three to five German steamers arriving 
weekly from Bremen and Hamburg, whilst, with the exception of 
a few colliers, there are only two cargo steamers from England 
per week, the one from London, and the other from Liverpool. 

A great advantage enjoyed by the German manufacturer is that 
all the subventioned steamship lines, to all quarters of the globe, 
are bound by contract to accept goods at a through rate from 
the nearest railway station to the port of delivery. Thus the 
manufacturer of, say, enna 4 is able to quote a price for his 

to his customer, say at Capetown, and the latter therefore 
ows within a fraction the cost of his goods delivered there. 

The German traveller is required to have a knowledge of the 
language of the country, without which he cannot obtain employ- 
ment. He moreover makes it a point to frequent the society of 
his customers or to live quietly at a second-class hotel, whilst the 
British commercial traveller (unless he is the agent of a high-class 
firm, in which case he goes to the most expensive hotel) associates 
with his countrymen. 

So far as Sir H. G. Macdonell has been able to ascertain from 
Portuguese merchants, they attribute the falling off of the British 
import trade to Portugal (1) to the unfitness of a great number of 
the travellers that have been sent, and (2) to the prevalent 
impression that the British manufacturer takes little or no account 
of his foreign customer, and bears the reputation of being 
unreasonably conservative and obstinate in his way of treating 
business, and blind to his own interest. 


TARIFF CHANGES) 
AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 


QUEENSLAND. 


The “Queensland Government Gazette” for the 29th December 

: last contains a notice issued by the Treasury 

yy mir rea Department at Brisbane, to the effect that parts 

PO Y- oof cameras, being component parts of articles 

not liable to import duty, are to be exempted from Customs duty 
on importation into Queensland. 
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FALKLAND ISLANDS. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Colonial Office, a 
; copy of an Ordinance assented to by the 
“Tariff Amend- — Governor of the Falkland Islands on the 24th 


a December last, effecting certain modifications 
’ in the Customs Tariff now in force in the 
Colony. 


The following alterations have been made in the Schedule of 

Import Duties :— 
Former Duty. New Duty. 

Malt liquor, mum, spruce, cider and perry, 

in casks vee ting ... Gallon 4d. Gallon 6d. 
Spirits, strong waters, liqueurs, cordials, 

sweetened spirits, and all articles con- 

taining any quantity of alcohol or spirit 

which by the Imperial Customs Laws 

are liable to duty as spirits 


The following new provisions have also been made :— 

Goods exempt from duty under “The Tariff Ordinance, 1900,” 
as being imported for the use of the Governor of the Colony or 
H.M. Army or Navy, or for any purpose for which such goods 
may be imported free of duty, and any other goods the property ~ 
of the Crown shall, in case of sale thereof after importation, 
become liable to and be charged with the same duties payable on 
the like goods on their importation for other purposes; and if 
such duties be not paid such goods shall be forfeited, and may be 
seized and dealt with accordingly. 

For the better computation of the duties on any bottled spirits 
and other beverages liable to duty, six reputed quart bottles, or 
twelve reputed pint bottles, shall be taken and considered to be 
one gallon. 


GERMANY. 


Referring to the notice which appeared on p. 584 of the “Journal” 
Free Ad = for the 18th December last, the Board of Trade 
of Shipbuildi on have now received information to the effect that 
the German “Centralblatt” of the Ist inst. 
notifies that the Bundesrath has decreed that 
varnished bulkhead doors (‘ Schottenthiiren”) made of wrought iron, 
together with the frames belonging to them, shall be added to the 
list of articles which may be admitted into the German Customs 
Union free of import duty when for use in shipbuilding. 
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FRANCE. 


According to Decrees published in the ‘“‘ Journal Officiel” for the 
12th inst., the quantities of coffee of the produce 


a of the French Ivory Coast, and of cotfee and 
pad or cocoa in the bean of the produce of the French 
Coffee a. ry" portion of the Conventional Basin of the Congo, 
‘it ape Co which may be admitted into France under 
"District, -SPecial conditions during the year 1901, have 
been fixed as follows :— 
Kilogs. 
Coffee from the Ivory Coast ... oat ea 60,000 
Coffee » Congo 50,000 
Cocoa__i,, “ 20,000 


FRANCE—CALGERIA.) 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 
. copy of a French Customs Circular, promul- 
oe od gating a Decree, dated the 30th December last, 
f Alcohol. under which the following new paragraph is 
whens added to the Tariff of Municipal Sea-Octroi 
Duties leviable in Algeria :— 

“Pure alcohol contained in wines made from dried grapes, in 
“artificial wines, and in alcoholic liquids derived from the 
“‘ fermentation of figs, locust-beans, dates, grain, and other 
“‘sacchariferous or similar substances, other than fresh grapes, 
“ apples, pears and honey—per hectolitre, 50 frs.” 


ee, eos duty is a tax applicable both to imports and to local products, 
has no preferential effect in favour of French goods. | 


GREECE. 
The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 
Tariff copy of a Bill recently passed in the Greek 


one Chamber, in virtue of which the following 
Modifications. amendments are to be made in the Greek 
Customs Tariff :—- 


[Norr.—The new provisions are shown in italic type. ] 
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Tarif Changes and Oustoms Regulations. 


Description of Article. 


Tariff Rates 


of Duty. 


English 
Equivalents. 


69 


180 


185 


209 


340 


Lead— 

Lead ores, however combined with 
other metals ; lead in [pigs], bars, 
or sheets ; and antimony. 

Lead in pigs ... ove 

Brass— 

Brass in blocks, bars, plates and 
sheets, thick or thin, without 
gilding. 

Brass, in sheets 5 centimetres wide 

Felts (except for carpets and ma- 
chinery) and felts for hats, cone- 
shaped, of natural colour and not 
otherwise manufactured, and 
which are more than twice the 
size of ordinary imported hats ; 

and cloth list. 

he followi new paragraph is 
added— 


(c) Tissues of a mixture of wool, 
cotton, and silk, viz.: tissues 
composed of three such materials, 
when the silk does not predominate 
over the cutton or wool, 

Hatters’ wares,—This paragraph has 
been amended to read as follows— 
*(a) Felts for conical hats, excepting 
those mentioned in Art. 180, 
whether prepared by razing or 


not. 

*(b) Felts of usual dimensions, 
whether dyed or not, but not 
starched or gummed, and also 
those made of the hair of rabbits, 
hares, beavers, and other wild 
animals of any size. 

(c) Plaits of straw, bark, or white 
wood, in natural colours, viz.: 
unbleached or undyed, for mak- 
ing common hats for workmen. 

(d) Plaits of straw, bark, or white 
wood, for making hats of good 
quality, bleached or coloured. 

(e) Plaits of straw, bark, or white 
wood, fancy goods, or mixed with 
other textile materials for making 
women’s hats. 

(a) Cartridge cases, empty... 

b filled ... 


» 
(c) Caps for rifles in general, and 
caps for dynamite. 


Dr. Lep| 


100 okes 10 


Free. 


100 okes 30 


Free. 
Free. 


100 okes 500 


Piece 


100 okes 30 


00 


00 


00 


32 


75 


00+ 


Cwt. 


Cwt. 


Cwt. 


Piece 


Cwt. 


4 16 


Th’sand 0 
” 1 
Cut. 8 


oon 


*The following was the former tariff 

classification— 
(a) “Felts for hats, dyed, cone- 

shaped, but not starched or 

med.” 

hs (c), (d), and (¢) appeared 

e Tariff as (0), (c), and 

respectively. 


gum: 
Paragra 
in t 


pec 
+ The former duty was 


Thousand 4 


00 


Th’sand 0 


23 


> 
65 £8. d. 
= 0 3 23 
| Free. 
— 7 
| Free. 
|__| Free 
| 
0 0 0 3 
| 
| 
om|, 007 
097 
300 00 | (0 
= 'Thousani S 6 
| 30 00 | 4 
ches 509 0 
50 20 0 
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ROUMANIA. 


With reference to the notices which appeared at p. 22 of the 
ities te “ Board of Trade Journal” for the 3rd ult., and 
146 of the issue for the 17th ult., relative 
certain Articles, ‘© 2” increase in the Customs duties—to date 

from the 14th January—on certain articles 
imported into Roumania, and especially to the statement that 
duties will not be levied at the increased rates in the case of goods 
proved to have been contracted for at fixed prices before the 
publication of the modifications referred to, the Board of Trade 
have now received information, through the Foreign Office, to the 
effect that all goods of the classes specified, arriving in Roumania 
after 14th January, will be subject to duty at the increased rates, 
but that the question of re-imbursement in respect of goods 
contracted for under the above-mentioned circumstances, will be 
considered after the duties have been paid. 

In order to prove that goods had been contracted for prior to 
the publication of the increased duties, importers will be required 
to produce commercial documents, such as copy-letterbooks, 
contracts, &c., of which the dates can be verified. Each case will 
be decided by the Roumanian Customs Department. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


With reference to a notice which appeared at p. 557 of the 
ae “ Board of Trade Journal” for the 14th June 
euunoatinnals last, to the effect that the United States 
Refined ussian Government had suspended the collection of 
Sugar. the additional duties imposed on Russian 
sugars, the Board of Trade have now received, through the 
Foreign Office, a copy of a telegram from H.M. Ambassador at 
Washington, reporting, on the authority of the American news- 
papers, that under the directions of the United States Treasury 
the additional duty on Russian refined sugar imported intothe United 
States has been re-imposed, the rate being fixed at the equivalent 
of 64 copecks per Russian poud— ¢., about 1s. 24d. per cwt. 
Lord Pauncefote adds that this duty is subject to an appeal to 
the Board of General Appraisers and from them to the Courts of 
the United States. 


PERU. 


With reference to the notice which appeared at p. 84 of the 
‘Board of Trade Journal” for the 10th ult., 
relative to Consumption Duties in Peru, the 
Consmmaption Board of Trade have now received, through the 
Foreign Office, a translation of the Regulations 
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concerning the application of ‘the Duties so far as they affect the 
foreign trade of Peru. The translation is as follows :— 

_ “ Article VI.—Articles imported from foreign countries pay the 
“duty when they are A elie through the Coast or River Custom 
‘« Houses, the introduction overland being prohibited.” 

“ Article [X.—The receptacles which contain foreign or native 
“ articles subject to the payment of duties, shall each bear outside 
“clear fixed marks, easily distinguishable, as well as show the 
“ capacity and tare; that is to say, the number of litres they 
“contain when full, and the weight of the package when empty. 
“The number of litres in cases containing bottles shall be marked 
“ on the cases.” 


ECUADOR. 
New Customs Tariff—(continued from p. 405). 
Export Tariff. 
*Sucres, Cts. 
Cocoa... pin Kilog. 0 03} 
Coffee... » O 004 
Hammock straw lie 
Ivory nuts (Tagua)... ws » 00} 


The above Tariff includes all the duties affecting the articles 
mentioned therein which are leviable under the Custom House Law 
of 3rd June, 1897. All other national products or merchandise 
shall be free of export duty, and subject only to the tax of one-half 
cent per kilog. for Municipal Funds referred to below. The 
following articles are, however, exempted from the operation of this 
tax :—Tagua (ivory nuts) ; bamboo canes, entire or split ; mangrove 
bark ; hats; cotton ; orchilla; sarsaparilla; and sole leather. 

Export duties will be recovered in all ports of the Republic. 
The Municipal Funds Tax of one-half cent per kilog. shall be 
applied, in Puerto Bolivar, to the railroad ; in Manta and Bahia, to 
establish a water supply; in Guayaquil, for the Municipality, which 
may dispose of the produce after providing for the services pre- 
scribed by the Dectees of 5th November, 1896, and 9th October, 
1898 ; in Esmeraldas, Loja and Tulcan, for the respective Munici- 
palities. 


Other Duties leviable in the Custom Houses of the Republic. 


1. Lumber imported from abroad, unmanufactured, in pieces for 
building, or in beams and planks, even if planed, tongued and 


* Nore.—The actual value of the Ecuadorian sucre may be taken at about 2s. 
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New Ecuadorian Customs Tariff. 


ved, will pay for the the benefit of the “ Vicente Rocafuerte ” 
liege one-half cent of a sucre per kilog. 


2. Five cents of a sucre will be collected on each quintal of 
imported sugar, and a surcharge of 20 per cent. will be levied on 
imported liquors of foreign origin, excluding wines. The product 
of these duties will be delivered every fortnight by the Collector 
of Customs of Guayaquil direct to the Treasurer of the ‘‘ Vicente 
Rocafuerte ” College and to the Treasurer of the Charity Board 
(“* Junte de Benificencia”) of the said City respectively. 

3. For the construction of railroads 10 cents of a sucre per 
100 kilogs., gross weight, will be collected for the distribution 
(“movilizacion”) of packages and cargo imported or exported, except 
in the case of the following exported articles :—Tagua (ivory 
nuts); pitch; hides; bamboo canes, entire or split; provisions ; 
charcoal; bark; fruit; wood of all kinds; plants; agave rope; 
tamarinds ; and minerals in general. ~ 

4, For Municipal Funds a tax of one half cent per kilog. will be 
levied on imported and exported goods, except in the case of the 
following exported articles :—Tagua (ivory nuts); pitch; hides; 
provisions; charcoal; bark; fruits; wood of all kinds; plants; 
agave rope; minerals in general ; bamboo canes, entire or split ; 
eer bark; hats; cotton; orchilla; sarsaparilla; and sole 
eather. 


5. For the expropriation expenses incumbent upon the Munici- 
pality of Guayaquil, a surcharge of 30 cents per kiloy. has been 
imposed upon imported matches. 


Consumption Duties. 


In conformity with Articles 4 and 5 of the Decree issued by the 
Supreme Chief of the Republic on the 18th February, 1896, the 
Custom House shall collect from the consumer the following 
duties :— 

Sucres, Cts, 


Foreign beer ... one ... Kilog. gross weight 0 05 
and other sparkling 

wines a 0 25 
Gin, cognac, bitters, spirits of 

foreign origin, liqueurs 

(“‘mistelas”), geneva, whisky 


and other spirituous liquors 0 15 

. Foreign wines _— one ” ” 0 05 
_ Ginger ale, lemonade, and other 

analogous beverages 0 05 
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Entry, Anchorage, and Clearance of Vessels. 


Captains of vessels on entering the river of Guayaquil will 
always call at the anchorage at Puna Island, where they will receive 
the coastguardsman and the pilot who has to bring up the vessel 
to Guayaquil. 

If at night, the captain will anchor off the “ Astillero” to the 
south of the city ; but if in the day time, will proceed to the front 
of the Government wharf, where the ship will be visited by the 
Captain of the Port, the Chief of the Coastguard, and a physician, 
immediately after anchoring. 

On receiving the visit, the captain of a merchant vessel will hand 
over the following papers to the Port Captain :— 4 

1. Bill of health. 

2. Sailing license from port of departure. 

3. Roll of crew. 

4, List of passengers. 

5. The ship’s register. 

To the Chief of the Coastguard he will show :-— 

1. The Consular manifest, signed by the captain and certified by 
an Ecuadorian Consul. This manifest must indicate :— 

(a) The class (schooner, brigantine, &c.), flag, name and tonnage 
of the ship. 

()) The port of departure, and the port or ports to which the 
vessel is going. 

(c) The name of the shipper or consigner and of the consignee of 
the cargo, or, if the goods are to order, a statement to that effect. 

(d) Marks and numbers of each package. airs 

(e) Number of packages of each shipment. If the vessel should 
have called at and discharged part of her cargo in any other port, 
the manifest should contain a certificate, legalised by the Chief of 
the Customs of that port, with respect to such discharges. 

2. A copy of the Bill of Lading for each shipment. 

3. The closed envelopes addressed by the Consul or by the Chief 
of the Customs at a port of call. 

4. List of provisions for the consumption of the crew. 

5. List of all articles on board belonging to the captain or crew, 
or for the use of the vessel. In case the captain of a vessel should 
not present the Consular manifest through not having obtained it 
at the port of shipment, he shall pay a fine of 100 sucres, and will 
be obliged to present such manifest within a period to be fixed by 
the Administrator of Customs. In this case the Consul shall be 
permitted to certify the manifest though presented after the 
departure of the vessel. He is also entitled to levy double fees, 
and must demand from the captain or his agent proofs of the 
shipment of the cargo as stated, and the permit of the Adminis- 
trator of Customs allowing him to grant the manifest. 2: 
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If the captain of a vessel should not present all or some part of 
these papers the Captain of the Port shall order him to weigh 
anchor, unless hé presents a pecuniary guarantee to the satisfaction 
of the Administrator of Customs for the presentation of such 
documents within a period to be fixed by the said official, at the 
same time incurring a fine up to 200 sucres, which will be imposed 
by the Administrator of Customs. 

If there be discrepancies or errors in the ship’s papers, the 
Captain of the Port shall impose on the vessel a fine of 40 to 100 
sucres. 

If there should be a difference between the number of the 
packages discharged and that shown on the manifest, the captain 
shall give an explanation thereof to the Administrator of Customs, 
stating either that the missing package or packages remained 
behind at another port by error, or that they were mixed 
with other cargo, or that the difference occurred through a 
mistake. If he should require time to prove such statements, 
the Administrator of Customs shall grant the same, taking 
the guarantee of two persons of responsibility, who engage, jointly 
and severally, to pay the import dues as assessed by approximate 
estimate, together with the surcharge of 100 per cent., if within 
the time fixed the captain should not deliver the packages. 

When in the ship’s manifest there are more or less packages 
than in the Consular invoice, the captain will incur a fine of 25 to 
100 sucres for each package. The agents of the various vessels 
shall be held responsible for these fines. 

If the captain of the vessel alleges that the excess arises from 
some error or other innocent cause, and proves the legitimate 
origin of such packages, he shall not be liable to the fine, but a 

rantee shall be demanded, and a period conceded, if asked for, 
in which he shall present his proofs. Should such proofs not be 
full and conclusive, or should they not be presented within the 
conceded period, the packages shall be confiscated if no one 
reclaims them. If a claimant with a proper legal title to them 
presents himself, the goods shall be inventoried and duties recovered 
from the owner, and the captain shall pay a sum equal to the 
amount of the duties as a fine. 

The captain or consignee of a vessel, when the discharge of its 
oe has been completed, shall give notice to the Administrator 
of Customs, who will order the Chief of the Coastguard, accom- 


panied by the Customs Guard, to pass on board to inspect the 
holds of the vessel, which should be empty (if all the cargo be 
consigned to the port), with exception of the ship’s provisions and 
the effects, &c., of the captain and crew. In case there should be 
more packages destined for other ports, the Administrator of 
Customs will certify on the Consular manifest that only the cargo 
consigned to the port of his jurisdiction has been landed. , 
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On receiving the written report of the Chief of the Coastguard, 
the Chief of the Customs shall grant permission for the vessel to 
load or weigh anchor. With reference to the clearance of steamers 
belonging to lines established in the Pacific and in Ecuadorian 
ports, the following regulations shall be observed :— 

These vessels, when not employed in the coasting trade, can 
continue their voyage as soon as the discharging and receiving of 
cargo has been effected, without being subjected to the formalities 
of other vessels with regard to their manifests and sailing registers. 
The respective consignees, who should have powers of attorney 
from the Companies to respond as interested parties, will remain 
liable for any just claims which the Chief of Customs may make. 
This disposition shall extend to all steamers which have established 
responsible agents, even though their voyage extends beyond the 
Pacific. 

Captains of vessels engaged in the coasting trade between ports 
of the Republic must close their cargo registers before sailing, 
which closed register they will receive from the Custom House of 
the port from which they sail, and will deliver to the Custom 
House of the ports to which they proceed. 

The agents of steamship companies or of any vessel, as well as 
the representative of the launch companies or of any vessel 
engaged in discharging cargo, shall be obliged to present, together 
with the manifest of the vessel, a document by which they make 
themselves personally responsible before the Tribunal of Justice 
for the claim which the Treasury or consigners of the goods may 
make upon them. These’ claims must be presented within three 
days after the conclusion of unlading in the case of a sailing ship, 
and within 30 days for steamers. ‘The claims shall be made before 
the Consular Court of Commerce, and the agents or consignees 
of a vessel shall not be allowed to plead want of power of attorney 
to act in the matter. On proof of the responsibility of the agents 
or consignees for the losses incurred in their vessels, such agents 
shall not be permitted to avoid immediate payment by alleging 
that they have to forward the claims to the principal agency, but 
the payment must be made within 24 hours after the responsibility 
has been proved, 


Port Dues. 


Every sailing vessel entering the ports of the Republic will pa: 
for each ton register a tax of five cents for each lighthouse whic 
may be established in the ports which such vessel may enter. 

Steamers will pay one-half of the above tax. 

No vessel over 30 tons register shall enter or leave the river of 
Guayaquil without a pilot, and any vessel which may do so shall be 


subject to the corresponding pilotage dues to or from the Island of 
Puna. 


a 
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| Pilotage dues shall be leviable on vessels according to their 
‘draught in English feet, as follows :— 


Sucres Cts. 
Santa Clara to Guayaquil ... oid 2 50 per foot. 
Puna Island to Guayaquil ... bint 2 50 = 


This tax is leviable equally on entry or clearance. 

The Board of Health of Guayaquil will collect 5 sucres on all 
vessels, national or foreign, proceeding from a foreign port, and 
2 sucres for every crew roll issued. All vessels under 30 tons 
register, and national vessels engaged in the coasting trade of the 
Republic, are exempted from this tax. 


Storage Dues. 


For all merchandise of whatever class imported into the Republic, 
the following storage dues shall be charged* :— 


Sucres Cts. 
Packages of less than 1 cubic foot 0 02 
a of from 1 to 3 cubic feet - 0 05 
» 3tod 0 10 
0, over 5 cubic feet, for each cubic foot 
in excess ... 0 02 
For each 46 kilogs. of lead, iron, or other metal 0 05 


Within a period of six months after a package has been deposited 
in the Custom House, the owners shall be obliged to clear or 
re-ship such package. On the completion of the six months the 
Administrator of Customs will requisition the owner to clear or 
re-ship such goods, after which he may proceed to sell the 
merchandise by auction with all legal formalities, in order that the 
Custom House may recover all duties and charges to date, Any 
balance shall be paid over to the consignees. 


Wharfage Dues. 


Every vessel shall pay for wharf dues 50 cents of a sucre for 
each ton of cargo (weight or measure) which they may land in 


Guayaquil. 
Importation by Post. 


The importation of merchandise by post is permitted, but a 
limit is imposed on the weight, size, and contents of packages, in 
accordance with the dispositions of the Universal Postal Convention. 
An inspector will examine each package and assess the amount of 
duties thereon, which the owner will pay in cash to the Comptroller 
of the Post.. The only formalities required in this case are the 
verbal application of the owner, and the receipt of the post office 
official for the duties. 


* H.M. Consul at Guayaquil notes that these storage dues are leviable per 
month of storage. 
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NATAL. 


The “ Natal weer ° ” of 4th ult. says os attention has during 
the past year been called to the advantages 
Durban as a port, and to the feet 
» that these advantagesare being availed of by more 
than one line of steamships, which have been hitherto strangers to 
Natal. One of the latest firms to realise the possibilities of Durban as 
a port is the Austrian-Lloyd Steam Navigation Company, which is 
one of the premier shipping companies in the world, having a fleet 
of 69 ships sailing to India, China, Japan, and now South Africa. 
The company has decided to run a monthly service between 
Durban and Trieste, via the East Coast route, and the first steamer 
of the service, the s.s. ‘Styria Lloyd,” is now in harbour, and was 
to leave on her maiden outward trip on the 5th ult. 


SOUTHERN NIGERIA. 


The Acting-Commissioner for Southern Nigeria reports that no 
attempt has yet been made to establish railways 
Internal 

Gettin, = the Protectorate, but there is a perfect system 
of canals, with the exception of the country 
between the Qua Ibo and Cross Rivers. These canals form a 
network of creeks by which launches can travel from Opobo to 
Sapele without going out to sea. The creeks between Qua Ibo 

River and Opobo River only allow for navigation by canoes. 
Considerable progress has been made in different parts of the 
Protectorate, especially in the Qua Ibo district, in constructing 
new roads and keeping them in good repair. It is difficult, 
however, during the rainy season, on account of the nature of the 

soil, to keep the roads in a very satisfactory state of repair. 


AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. 


According to the “ Revue d’Orient” of Ist inst., 1,439 steamships 
passed the — Iron 
Gates during the year , whilst the move- 
the ment of and pinnaces was as follows :— 

z Going up the river 446 barges carrying 1,029,114 
quintals (226,816,725 lbs.) of merchandise and 113 barges in 
ballast; descending the river 424 ——e carrying 1,188,890 
quintals (26,631,136 lbs.) of cargo, and 173 barges in ballast. 


Shipping through 


The amount paid in tolls in 1900 amounted to 542,794 crowns (crown 
= 10d.). Of this sum 349,717 crowns were paid by the Danube 
Company, 105,546 crowns by the Hungarian Joint Stock Shipping 
Company, 58,197 crowns by the Roumanian Shipping Company, 
13,054 crowns by the Servian Shipping Company, and 7,192 
crowns by the South German Shipping Company. The budget of 
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the Hungarian Minister of Commerce had estimated the receipts 
from tolls at 640,000 crowns, and the expense of maintaining the 
channel at 250,000 crowns, leaving a balance of 390,000 crowns. 
The actual figures however reduce the net revenue to 292,000 
crowns, whilst interest and the redemption of the loan for putting 
the channel in order absorbs 1,459,700 crowns. 


ROUMANIA. 


The United States Consul at Coburg, under date of 26th November 
Ro . last, reports that from official Roumanian 
emg sources, he learns that there are at present 
_ 1,932 miles of railway open to traffic, as against 
1,550 miles in 1890 and 1,713 miles in 1895, while 72 miles are 
under construction and 360 miles under survey. The total 
expenditure on railways up to the present has been 28,000,0001., 
including about 1,340,000. on the Cernavoda Bridge. In 1899, 
the revenue was 1,873,000/. and the working expenses about 
1,521,000. A combination of lignite and petroleum is now 
largely used for fuel, a special apparatus having been invented for 
the proper consumption of the mixture. In 1896, only 2,200 tons 
of petroleum were consumed in the engines, but in 1899 this rose 
to 15,200 tons; while the consumption of lignite rose in the same 
period from 17,200 tons to 67,000 tons. The railway administra- 
tion recently initiated a weekly through service between Paris and 
Constantinople and Ostend and Constantinople via Bucharest and 
Constantza, and a daily service between Bucharest and Berlin via 
Lemberg. 


SERVIA. 


H.M. Consul at Belgrade reports that the projected extension of 
the Bosnian railways into the Sanjak of Novi 


— Bazar has re-awakened public interest in the 
and Mineral = 4U°stion of the construction of a long dreamed 


Reso of railway in the east of Servia, viz. that 

ee. from Kladovo on the Danube through the 
Timok Valley to Nisch, whence it should be carried over Turkish 
territory to the Adriatic Sea. As the commercial value of 
the Servian section of such a line would depend altogether 
on the Turkish portion, the difficulties in the way of the 
scheme are very formidable. It may, in the meantime, serve to 
draw attention to the eastern. and north-eastern districts 
of Servia which would be directly affected by such a line, and 
where the mineral resources have recently become a feature of 
experimental interest to a small number of enterprising speculators, 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,553.) 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


With reference to the notice on p. 375 of the “ Board of Trade 
Direct Journal” of i5th November last,'a despatch, 
Seteniabitinn dated 7th ult., has been received at the Foreign 
between Chicago O°? from H.M. Consul at Chicago, which 
pe oe alluding to the fact that, with the opening of 
Pe. navigation in the St. Lawrence River in the 
spring, Chicago, by way of the Welland Canal, will be in 
direct communication by sea with Europe, &c., and that for this 
service vessels have been built’: on the lakes and in Great 
Britain, states that the opening of this direct trade will make 
Chicago an important port at which vessels of all nations 
will call, and British vessels may be expected to get a large 
part of the freights if they seek for it. American enterprise is 
keenly alive and already preparing for the vast carrying trade 
destined to take the St. Lawrence route. 

As regards number of vessels, Chicago in 1899 was the largest 
shipping port in the United States, and now, with the direct sea 
trade added, will probably be very much more important. 

The following statement shows the number of vessels entered 
and cleared during the year ended 30th June, 1899. 


— 


Port. Entered. Cleared. Total. 

Baltimore ... 2,225 2,880; 5,105 
Boston ove 2,661 2,752. 5,413 
New Orleans 1,361 1,352 2.713 
New York ... 6,834 6,835 13,669 
Philadelphia pre 1,807 1,953 3,760 
San Francisco pa 1,076 1,366 2,442 
Total 15,964 17,138 | 33,102 


The greater part of this enormous trade will be diverted to the 
direct route via the Welland Canal and St. Lawrence River direct 
from Chicago by steamship, and to this should be added the 
enormous lumber and ore trade which is open to British competitors 
to secure, but for the carrying of which American shipbuilders are 
energetically working and building. 

In connection with the above, a later despatch, dated 21st ult., 
has been received from H.M. Consul at Chicago, enclosing the 
following extract from the Chicago “Times Herald” of 20th ult., 
by which it will be seen that American traders are rapidly preparing 
for the large trade that will probably go by the St. Lawrence River 
route :— 

“*The Northman,’ the second of the four ocean-going vessels to 
be constructed for the North-western Steamship Company, was 


if 


468 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [Feb. 21, 1901, 


Shipping and Transport. | 


launched at the yards of the Chicago Shipbuilding Company at 
South Chicago yesterday afternoon. The launching was private. 
There were no formal ceremonies, and only the people interested in 
the boat witnessed the launching. 

“*The Northman,’ with three sister ships will ply between 
Chicago, Liverpool, and Hamburg, carrying American products 
from Chicago to Europe, and returning with cargoes of European 
merchandise. 

“*The North-western,’ the first of the quartette, was launched 
29th December, 1990. ‘The North-eastern’ and ‘ North-town,’ 
the two remaining boats, are rapidly nearing completion, and will 
be launched before navigation opens. The four boats will cost 
over 1,000,000 dols., and will constitute the first ocean-going fleet 
ever built in Chicago, and the first freight steamers to ply between 
Chicago and Europe in regular trade. 

“«The Northman’ has a length of 256 ft., 42 ft. beam, and 26 
ft. depth. The freight capacity is 3,200 tons, and the speed is 
15 knots. Each of the boats on the stocks will be of the same size 
and have the same capacity and speed.” 


The Board of Trade have received, from the United States Bureau 


aN Nee of Statistics, a review of a work issued by that 

—* Department in which it is stated that the in- 

notry. fluence of the naval policy on merchant ship- 
building has developed shipbuilding plants to a point of equipment 
with tools and machinery, and to a scale of production which, 
with a larger demand for ships, would almost, it is said, put 
the best American shipbuilders on the same plane as British 
shipbuilders as to cost of production. The use of electricity in 
shipbuilding yards, the employment of pneumatic tools, and 
the services of cranes and derricks in handling heavy 
materials at every stage have revolutionised shipmaking methods 
in the United States to such an extent that the best ship yards in 
America are even better equipped than those of Europe. The 
chief obstacle to shipbuilding in competition with foreign ship 
builders is the lack of sufficient orders at the ship yards to keep 
them busy on a sufficiently uniform volume of work.: 

The difference in the labour cost of production in foreign and 
American ship yards is conceded to be about 25 per cent. greater 
on the hull, and 50 per cent. greater on the machinery in the 
American yard. This difference, if accepted as correct, it is held 


- must be overcome by the introduction of piece-work methods of 


labour, and the standardising of types and parts. The report finds 
that as compared with British ships, comparatively little progress 


. has been made in the United States in either of these respects, 
_ except in those situated upon the Lakes. The Lake ship yards 
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have turned out a volume of tonnage which has enabled them to 
utilise European methods of reducing cost more generally than is 
the case on the Atlantic sea-board. 


ARGENTINA. 


The “ Review of the River Plate” of 5th ult. publishes the follow- 
ing report of the Directors of the Buenos Aires 
Southern Dock Company, Limited. 

Construction Although the progress of the 
construction works of the first section has not been so rapid as 
could have been wished, it has, on the whole, been fairly satis- 
factory. 

The principal cause of delay has been the heavy rainfall, which 
has been almost incessant since March, and which in addition to 
partially flooding the excavated portion, the depth of which varies 
from 34 to five metres below low water, rendered the soil unworkable 
for some little time after the water had been pumped out. Pile 
driving has also been stopped for want of material, owing to the 
great difficulty experienced in obtaining ships to carry the timber 
from Australia to Buenos Aires, but sufficient vessels have now 
been chartered, and it is anticipated that a constant supply will be 
maintained. 

Notwithstanding the interruptions above referred to, which have 
materially delayed the course of construction, there is no reason 
to doubt that the final execution of the works will be accom- 
plished satisfactorily. 

Excavation—Up to 30th June, 1900, 283,947 cubic metres of 
soil had been removed in the dry out of an estimated 905,130 
cubic metres. 

The soil has been deposited between the earth side of the dock 
and the old breakwater and protection work along the river front. 
Most of the remainder of this excavation will have to be left until 
the timber wharves are approaching completion, so that the 
material can be used for filling behind the wharves. 

Masonry.—It has been found possible to construct 300 lineal 
metres of wall on the west side, and 190 lineal metres on the east 
side, making a total of 490 lineal metres instead of 220, as stated 
in the last annual report. 

By 30th June 230 lineal metres were completed to the under- 
side of the coping, and by the end of September the whole 490 
lineal metres had reached the same stage. 

Connection with Great Southern Railway.—For the purpose of 
conveying the material on to the side of the dock a connection has 
been laid between the south end of the first section and the 
General “Mitre station on the Great Southern Railway, the rails 
used being those taken over from the old Dock Sud Company 
with the concession. 
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BRITISH INDIA. 


The “Indian Import and Export Trades Journal” for December 
last states that little is known by the general 

The dren public of the present state of in 
-™ —— India, except that there exist blast furnaces at 
Sespetiniies. Burdwan, belonging to the Barrakur Iron 
Works, where pig-iron is produced from the 

ore, and pipes and other castings are made. The ore of this factory 


is found on the surface or within a depth of five feet in the 


neighbourhood of the works. The lime required is imported from 
the Central Provinces. A large business is being done with Indian 
railways in castings and pig, and the business of the Bengal Iron 
Company is now in a satisfactory condition. In spite of the 
enormous imports of plates and bars from Europe, the native iron 
industry, although reduced to a very poor business, is far from 
being extinct. Being made entirely with charcoal fuel, Indian 
wrought iron is of a very high quality, and is officially reported to 
be perfectly tough and malleable, and superior to English iron or 
even the best Swedish. The native furnace for smelting ore is 
built of sun-dried bricks across the centre of an oblong pit, 4 ft. 
by 10 ft. and 3 ft. deep, and the block of masonry containing the 
furnace is 4 ft. by 2§ ft. and 4 ft. high. The pit is thus divided 
into two; in one half is a pair of leather bellows of concertina 
form with two iron blast pipes leading to the furnace. On a seat 


behind the bellows sits a man who works alternately with his 


hands and thus produces a steady blast. In the block of masonry 
on the bellows side is a shaft 1} ins. square at the lower end and 
9 ins. square at the upper end. The sides of the shaft are of brick 
masonry. The third side consists of thin clay wall. This is the 
furnace. The foot of the shaft is of stone, and there is a small 
orifice on the blast nozzle, and on the other side, where the 
masonry has been hollowed out, a hole for the escape of the slag. 
The top of the shaft is kept open, and through it the ore and fuel 
are fed. 

Crushed ore weighing 94 maunds, in the proportion of one part 
kutchaw and one part pucca, is mixed with 94 parts of charcoal and 
fed into the furnace, the blast meanwhile being kept blowing. 
Gradually the slag trickles out into the second pit through a hole, 
and is removed. After about 2} hours the smelting is complete, 
and a mass of pig-iron weighing 14 maunds is obtained. The 
steel furnace differs somewhat from the iron furnace, being about 
5 ft. high and 6 ft. in diameter at the base. The- interior shaft 
takes from 24 ins. to 9 ins. square at the top. ‘Two nozzles are used 
made of clay and 2 ft. long and 4 ins. in diameter, 14 ins. being 
inside the furnace. The charge is 94 maunds of ore in the 
proportion of 3 parts pucca and one part kutcha with an equal 


| 
| 
; 
| 
| 
4 
4 


Feb. 21, 1901.] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 471 


Mining, Metals, and Machinery. 


weight of charcoal. The furnace being closed, the heat is kept up 


for 14 hours. The metal thus produced is sold in bazaars to 
villagers who take it to their village smiths for making their axes 
and other tools. In appearance it is crystalline and very bright 
and hard. The work is exceedingly laborious, and the profit 
about 6} per cent. The smelting and the refining of iron are not 
done together ; they are really two distinct industries. In spite 
of the high quality of the outturn, the industry is not likely to last 
unless the methods of manufacture are improved. As a rule little 
iron is made without flux. But if fluxes are used, a more refractory 
material will be required for the lining of the furnace. The East 
Indian Railway Company is now conducting experiments with 
a view to utilising native blooms in their foundries at Jamalpore. 
Should these experiments prove successful, the company will 
require several thousand tons of bloom—a circumstance which 
will, at. one stroke, raise the iron industry to a point to which it 
never reached before. 

If the experiments do not succeed to the point of giving local 
iron the preference, they will still effect such an improvement in 
existing processes as would render the smelting and refining of 
iron and, particularly, the manufacture of fine steel, a lucrative 
occupation in all districts remote from the centres of distribution 
of European iron. 


According to the “Indian and Eastern Engineer” for Decomber 
eineatee to last, there are large deposits of magnesite in 
Satie. Southern India, and a firm in Madras have for 
some time been experimenting with a view to 
producing a satisfactory white cement plaster having a magnesian 
basis. They have succeeded, and are now manufacturing a perfectly 
white cement for plastering walls which is cheap, easily applied, and 
takes a polish like marble. It can be painted or coloured by 
mixing colouring matter, and walls plastered with this cement dry 
so rapidly that in 48 hours or less rooms are ready for habitation. 
The finely polished surfaces can be easily washed down, and from a 
sanitary point of view are perfect. The cement is practically as 
strong as Portland cement, and can be moulded like plaster of 
paris. ‘The firm in question are introducing the manufacture at 
Bangalore and also at Kallai, Calicut. 


In an article on gold mining in Southern India, “Capital” 
 . (Calcutta) of 17th ult. states that in considering 
ae the importance of the Kolar goldfield in the 
_ industrial life of Southern India, it has to be 
borne in mind that from end to end the proved auriferous area of 
the district does not exceed a length of 10 miles, and that a com- 
paratively small portion of the area is occupied by the four really 
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successful companies. It is therefore one of the smallest gold- 
fields in the world, and as the quartz is of a very hard description, 
its working is both difficult and costly. But the output of the 
precious metal from the district has steadily increased from 249,355 
ounces in 1895, to 440,249 ounces in 1899, and last year it is 
likely to be close upon 500,000 ounces, which would represent an 
expansion of about 100 per cent. in five years. 

“ Capital” adds that the Mysore Government has undertaken 
to supply the mines with motive power, electrically transmitted 
from the Cauvery Falls, where a magnificent water supply is 
available. This power will be utilised in the place of steam for 
driving the mill, air compressing and other machinery. The 
Government also agrees to provide and instal, in addition to 
the plant for generating and transmitting the power, all the 
machinery and apparatus for its distribution and utilisation as 
well as to make the necessary alterations in the existing plant. 
The work is actively in hand, and it is hoped it will be in operation 
within about 18 months. It is stated that the agreement 
with the companies will be for a period of 10 years from the time 
when the first electric motor is put in operation, and that the 
supply of power thus obtained will effect substantial economies. 


NATAL. 
According to official figures published in the “ Natal Government 
Gazette ” of 22nd ult.. the output of coal in that 
eo Colony in 1900 was 241,330 tons as compared 
™ , with 328,693* tons in the preceding year. 
* Amended figures. 


AUSTRALIA. 


The Board of Trade have received from the office of the Agent- 
General for Victoria a communication stating 


ct some that the yield of gold in that Colony during 
yr I mia ms January last amounted to 51,145 ozs., being an 
ee increase of 13,162 ozs. as compared with the 


-quantity won in the same month last year. 


The Board of Trade have received from the office of the Agent- 
General of the Government of Western 


ous Australia a report stating that the crushing 
ip Paar returns for the month of January, 1901, for 
. all gold mining companies in the Colony are 
as follows :— 
Ore treated 108,895 tons. 
Yield of gold... 122,375 ozs. 


Average yield per ton ... 1 oz, 2 dwts. 11 grs. 


j 
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GERMANY. 


The following figures, extracted from the German monthly accounts 
for December last, show the imports into, and 


leat exports from, Germany of coal, lignite, and 
1900 coke in 1900 as compared with the correspond- 
, ing figures for 1899 :— 
Imports for Home Exports of Domestic 
nsumption. Produce. 

1899, 1900, 1899, 1900. 

Tons of Tons of Tons of Tons of 

1,000 kilos. | 1,000 kilos. || 1,000 kilos. | 1,000 kilos. 

Coal... 6,220,488 | 7,384,049 || 13,943,174 | 15,275,805 
Lignite 8,616,751 | 7,960,813 20,924 52,794 
Coke 462,577 512,690 || 2,137,985 | 2,229,188 


Note.— The above figures are exclusive of bunker coul. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


The “ Iron Age” (New York) of 31st ult. quotes from the statistics 
, of the production of pig-iron for the year 1900, 
Pig Irom in 1900, Which the American Iron and Steel Association 
‘ * has issued, and which show that the total output 
of the year was 13,789,242 gross tons (gross ton = 2,240 lbs.) as 
compared with 13,620,703 tons in 1899. The product of the first 
six months of 1900 was 7,642,569 tons, while that of the second 
half declined to 6,146,673 tons, a drop of very nearly 1,500,000 
tons in six months, or at the rate of 3,000,000 tons per year. 
The following table gives the half-yearly production of pig-iron 
in the last four years :— 


_—_— 1897. 1898, 1899, 1900. 
Gross tons. | Gross tons. | Gross tons. | Gross tous, 
First half ... 4,403,476 5,869,703 6,289,167 7,642,569 
Second half 5,249,204 5,904,231 7,331,536 6,146,673 
Totals 9,652,680 | 11,773,934 13,620,703 | 13,789,242 


The production of pig-iron in the second half of 1899 and the 
first half of 1900 aggregated 14,974,105 tons, or almost 15,000,000 
tons. 

The chief pig-iron-producing States in 1900 were Pennsylvania 
6,365,935 gross tons, Ohio 5,470,911, Illinois 1,363,383, and 
Alabama 1,184,337 gross tons. 

The production of charcoal pig-iron in 1900 was 339,874 gross 
tons, as _ 284,766 gross tons in 1899. Of this total, 
Michigan, Wisconsin, and Missouri together produced 207,497 


tons, and Alabama 57,632 tons. 


474 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. (Feb. 21, 1901. 


Mining, Metals, and Machinery. 


The following table shows the production of bessemer pig-iron 
and basic pig-iron in the United States in 1900 as compared with 
the figures for 1899 :— 


1900. 

Gross Tons. |* Gross Tons. 
Bessemer pig-iron ove one 8,202,778 7,943,452 
Basic pig-iron_.... 985,033 1,072,376 


. The chief States producing bessemer pig-iron in 1900 were 
Pennsylvania, 4,242,397 gross tons, and Illinois, 1,178,241 gross 
tons. As regards basic pig-iron, the chief producing State was 
Pennsylvania with 790,608 gross tons. 


The following table, showing the exports of sewing machines, 
Exports of Sewing typewriters, and scientific instruments from the 
mt United States in 1900, has been received at the 


oo ne * Board of Trade from the United States Bureau 
Scientific of Statistics. The figures for 1899 have been 
ol added for purposes of comparison :— 
Sewing Machines. | Typewriters. | Scientific 


| Instruments. 
To. - 


1899. | 1900. | 1899. 1900. 1899. 1900. 
| 


Dols. Dols. Dols. Dols. Dols. Dols. 

United Kingdom ...|1,285,609 | 1,071,903 |1,169,921 [1,081,307 |1,051,179 /1,623,426 
France ie ---| 109,269 | 134,598 | 172,713 | 188,497 | 910,520 | 937,948 
Germany ... .--| 846,034 |1,019,300 | 505,408 | 503,934 | 444,687 | 500,316 
Other partsof Europe} 235,462 | 393,807 | 480,201 | 496,339 | 349,136 | 830.004 
BritishNorthAmerica| 205,171 | 171,313 55,962 60,375 | 393,204 | 200,523 


Central Americat ...) 20,538 | 37,536 | 2,645 | 4,303 | 59,783 | 67,562 
Mexico ... __...| 294,120 | 343,487 | 57,228 | 72,507 | 494,784 | 351,886 
Santo Domingo 1,657| 8,178 1,070 

Cuba 48,120 | 121,803 | 28,828 | 43,417 | \201,511*) 330,316 


Other West Indies ...| 29,390 | 27,376 | 10,824t| 6,016 


Argentina ... ---| 173,249 | 206,232 | 40,618 30,487 | 307,305 | 302,692 
Brazil ooo ---| 143,909 | 106,259 10,643 8.942 | 155,090 | 216,497 
Colombia ... ...|_ 41,856 7,912 2,994 1,883 
Other parts of South 137,716 

America . ---| 140,601 | 178,085 | 25,363 | 31,908 247,452 
China 7,508 9,199 6,014 | 57,523 | 56,095 
British East Indies... 7,020 14,765 22,620 13,765 _ —_ 
J 4,992 20,671 11,655 17,179 | 256,661 | 331,166 


apan 

British Australasia ..., 423,562 | 567,755 | 109,538 95,829 | 537,608 | 323,005 
Philippine Islands ... 246 385 8,661 18,167 7,777 24,282 
Other parts of Asia 
and Oceania | 73,304 28,777 19,748 14,820 | 211,033 | 239,590 


Africa | 12,289 | 31,362 | 36,548 | 119,515 | 144,581 
Other countries... 417 | 30,332 — | 3,128 698 | 61,597 
Total ... .../4,103,828 |4,510,221 |2,776,363 |2,786,435 |5,695,730 |6,788,938 


* Including Bermuda. + Including British Honduras. { Including Puerto Rico 
and Bermuda. 
Nott.— Dollar = 4s, 2d. 


> 
| 
} } 
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UNITED KINGDOM. 


The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 

from the inspectors and officers of Excise 

Corn Prices. in the week ended the 16th inst., were as — 
follow :— 

Barley ... bad 4d. 


Oats... ods ait 17s. 7d. 
For further particulars see p. 488. 


A statement is published on p. 489, showing the aeontinite of 

_ the various descriptions of agricultural produce 

imported into the United Kingdom during the 

tural Produce. week ended the 16th inst.; as well as of the 
imports during the corresponding week of 1900. 


GERMANY. 


The “ Reichs-Anzeiger” of the 13th inst. publishes statistics of 

the production of sugar in Germany during the 
Sugar Production. month of January last, and during the first six 

months of the 1900-1 sugar campaign. During 
January 97,590 metric tons of raw sugar and 123,444 metric tons 
of refined sugar were produced in German sugar factories and 
refineries. In. January, 1900, the production of raw sugar was 
85,241 metric tons, and that of refined 124,319 tons. During the 
six months ended January, 1901—the first half of the 1900-1 sugar 
campaign—I,655,923 metric tons of raw, and 674,164 metric tons 
of refined sugar were produced, as compared with 1,503,557 tons 
of raw, and 635,358 tons of refined during the corresponding six 
months of 1899-1900. 


DOMINICAN REPUBLIC. 

A report by the French Consul-General at Santo Domingo, pub- 
lished in the “‘Moniteur Officiel du Commerce,” 
—_— 1900 of 7th inst., states that scarcely 50 years ago 
= , the town of San Pedro de Macoris was nothing 
more than a little straggling village or a collection of huts inhabited 
by a few labourers who lived by cultivating the soil, and a colony 
of fishermen. The population of this district now numbers 11,000 
inhabitants, including men of every nationality and of every 
religion. The principal industry is the cultivation of immense 
fields of sugar-cane, amongst the most fertile in the Antilles. 


= 
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Maize, sweet potatoes, and in fact everything that formerly was 
cultivated in this district have now disappeared, their place being 
taken by the sugar cane; and for this purpose it would appear 
that the climate and soil of San Pedro de Macoris have no rival. 
The development of the sugar-cane there is particularly favoured 
above the other parts of the island by the constant temperature 
and the warm and moist easterly winds prevalent in summer and 
autumn. Owing to its climatic conditions, and the excellence of 
the soil, a hectare (2°47 acres) produces in Macoris 50,000 kilogs. 
with a crop every 12 months, while in Guadeloupe or Cuba the 
average is 40,000 kilogs. (kilog. = 2-2 lbs.). Muir 
Work at the sugar factories commences towards the end of 

February when the plant begins to ripen, and finishes at the be-— 

inning of June, by which time the last of the plants have matured. — 

he manufacture of cane sugar is thus carried on for from three to 
three and a-half months. There are seven large factories in Macoris - 
for manufacturing the sugar, the arount produced in 1900 and 
exported to the United States during the months of May, June and 
July last amounting to 15,454,664 lbs. It is stated by the planters 
that the 1901 crop will be very abundant, the cane being very 
forward. 

New York is the principal market for Dominican sugar. It is 

exported there in sacks each containing about 300 lbs. 


URUGUAY. 


The following table, showing the production of cereals in Uruguay 
: in 1899-1900, is taken from official figures 
—— a supplied by the Uruguayan Department. of 
Agriculture, and published in the “ Bulletin 

Commercial ” (Brussels) of 9th inst. 


Area under Yield per 
cultivation. Total yield. hectare. 


Hectares. Kilogrammes, | Kilogrammes, 
Wheat ane 377,988 187,553,151 
Linseed ane 1,325 1,009,411 761 
Oats ... 40 33,024 825 
Barley oon 643 424,774 660 
Canary grass a nae ee 1,010 518,855 513 


Hectare = 2°47 acres. Kilogramme = 2:2 lbs, 
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UNITED KINGDOM. 


The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 
during the week ended the 14th inst., was 
Cotton Statistics. - 28,652, and the number imported during the 
7 weeks ended the 14th inst., was 669,462. 
As regards exports, the figures are for the week ended the 14th 
inst., 8,246 bales, and for the 7 weeks, 43,312. 
For further details see p. 487. 


A formal investigation into the circumstances attending the 
Enqui ie, explosion of a boiler on the 14th November, 
1900, at the Charity Colliery, Bedworth, 
Explosions Act. Warwickshire, was held in the Court Room, 
ae Police Court, Nuneaton, on the 5th, 6th, and 
7th inst. 
After a lengthened investigation the Commissioners held that 
no blame attached to any person, and they made no order as to costs. 
The full details of the above inquiry, which are too long to quote 
in extenso, may be seen by any one interested at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament 
Street, London, S.W., any ‘day between the hours of 10 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. 


The following Inspectors of Weights and Measures have passed the 
a a examination provided for in the 11th section of 
+ ak the Weights and Measures Act, 1889 :—Henry 

a Hill, Glamorganshire; Fullarton James, North- 
umberland ; Abram William Thomas, Liverpool; 

James Pool Ker Watson, Oldham; James Arthur Wilson, 

Glamorganshire. 


- NATAL. 


The following comparative statement of the total value of imports, 
exports, and Customs revenue of Natal, for the 
Trade in 1900. year ended 31st December, 1900, furnished by 
the Collector of Customs of the Colony, was 

published in the “ Natal Mercury ” of the 25th ult. :-— 


| 

| 
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| 1899. 1900. 
£ 

Value of imports... 5,359,259 5,911,518 
Value of exports—Colonial ... one 1,122,365 571,346 
Value of exports—non-Colonial 3,205,213 563,976* 

£4,327,578 £1,135,322 
Customs revenue £430,699 10s. Od. £655,041 198. 4d. 


* Included in these figures is raw gold to the value of £1,150. 


The ‘“ Natal Mercury,” commenting on the above figures, points 
out that, as was anticipated from the monthly and other returns, 
the figures show a large increase in the import trade and Customs 
revenue for the year, and a considerable decrease in the export trade. 
The decrease in the latter, however, is to a certain extent misleading 
—and, in fact, all the returns are untrustworthy for comparative 
purposes, owing to the abnormal conditions and to the fact, also, 

in previous returns the value of the goods scnt Overberg (that 
is overland to the Orange Free State and Transvaal) in transit have 
been reckoned among the exports. The increase of over half-a- 
million in the imports and of 50 per cent. in the Customs revenue 
is due largely to the presence of the army and the augmented 
population. 


According to the “‘ Natal Mercury” of the 4th ult., the Customs 
revenue for December shows a decrease of 

see gana nearly 4,000/. as compared with the revenue for 
: the preceding month, but the last week of the 

year generally sees a slackness in the clearance of goods through 
the Customs. However, although there is a decrease of 4,0001. as 
compared with November, there is no Jess an increase than 15,3041. 
over thecorresponding month of 1899. Of course, the trade area being 
served by Durban is much greater than it was a year ago, but it 
has still to be remembered that very little private trade is being 
done with either the Transvaal or the Orange Colony, and military 
stores which are landed as such neither pay duty nor figure in the 
ordinary returns of imports. The Customs revenue for the year 
1900 is the highest on record. The figures, however, it may be 
noted, are only approximate, as the returns published raonthly 
only relate to Durban and the Point, but the receipts from else- 
where are small, and will not materially alter the total. A 
deduction will, no doubt, also have to be made in connection with 
the Customs Union, as more imported goods are sent to Cape 
Colony than are received thence, and 85 per cent. of the duties 
collected on goods that are afterwards exported to Cape Territory 
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is handed over to the Cape Government. The Orange Colony will 
also have something to receive, but for last year it will be 
insignificant. The following} table shows the revenue for the . 
year :— 


1899. 19060. 
£ 

First six months ... bad 164,366 312,624 
ive ve ave «al 32,735 57,982 
August 38,481 53,264 
September 33,005 49,865 
October... 48,162 58,738 
November ... 47,065 63,122 
December ... 41,915 57,219 
405,729 647,814 
Increase in 1900 over 1899 wet oa ose 242,085 


SOUTHERN NIGERIA. 


The report of the Acting High Commissioner for Southern Nigeria, 
Trade in recently issued by the Colonial Office, states 
1899-1900 that trade with the United Kingdom continued 
gp 19 on the increase. The following figures are 
interesting as showing the total trade with the United Kingdom 
for three years :—1897-1898, 1,002,3911.; 1898-1899, 1,083,4351. ; 
1899-1900, 1,129,0871. Trade with the United Kingdom formed 
more than 69 per cent. of the total trade of the Protectorate, 
compared with about 72 per cent. last year. 

The following table shows the value of the imports from and 
exports to the United Kingdom and other countries during the 
years 1899-1900 and 1898-1899, from which it will be seen that 
there is a very marked increase in the trade with Germany :— 


Imports. Exports. Total Trade. 
Countries. — 
1898-99. | 1899-1900. | 1898-99, | 1899-1900. || 1898-99. | 1898-1900. 
£ £ £ £ 
United Kingdom] 583,067 | 597,998 500,368 | 531,089 || 1,083,495 | 1,129,087 
Franc... — | 21,487 | 47,136 21,487 | 47,136 


Germany we} 51,331 59,043 | 251,003 | 308,180 302,334 | 367,223 
Holland «| 77,261 | 50,458 _ 8 77,261 50,466 
Other countries | 20,981 18,298 1,790 2,542 22,771 20,840 


Total ...| 732,640 | 725,797 | 774,648 888,955 || 1,507,288 | 1,614,752 


Nore.—Years ended March 31st in each case. 


480 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [Feb. 21, 1901. 


Miscellaneous. 


During the year a direct trade was carried on with the United 
States, two vessels having arrived from that country with kerosene 
oil. As the Collector of Customs points out, this was a new feature. 


RUSSIA. 


According to official figures supplied by the Russian Minister of 
and published in the “ 
. de St. Pétersbourg” of 26th January/8t 

Caucasia in 1900 have increased in a very satisfactory manner. 
During that year 149,985 large bottles and 896,325 small bottles 
of various kinds of waters were sent to the interior of the country, 
as against 122,910 and 295,740 respectively in the preceding year. 


SPAIN. 

The “Madrid Gazette” of 13th inst. contains a Royal Order with 
= reference to the failure of some non-Spanish 
neal a Companies doing business in Spain to comply 

with the regulations in regard to declarations 


as to the capital they had employed in Spain 
on Ist April last, for the purpose of the payment of the one per 
cent. tax on capital. 

The ‘ Gazette” containing the above may be seen on application 
at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, 
Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. 


AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. 


With reference to industrial concerns in Bosnia and the Herzego- 
Seitetthtes tn vina, H.M. Consul-General at Serajevo reports 
Sain ond that the petroleum refinery at Bosnian Brod is 
B now in full work and seems to be a prosperous 
nan. concern. It produced in 1899 about 10,000 tons 
of petroleum, but not of the best quality. A considerable quantity 
goes to Hungary and the remainder is consumed in the country. 
The chemical works at Tuzla are doing very well. They pro- 
duced in 1899 about 15,000 tons of alkalies and 10,000 tons of 
other chemical products, and paid a dividend of 12 per cent. The 
pee ‘tae over 400 workmen, and the paid-up capital is 
3,000. 
The “ Holzverwerthungs-fabrik” at Teslic, with a capital of 
125,000. (8,000,000 kr.), which produces from beechwood, methylic 
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alcohol, acetone, pyroligneous acid, acetate of lime, tar and char- 
coal, and impregnates sleepers and building timber, is not, so far 
prospering, as it has not yet recovered from the heavy outlay in- 
curred in the reconstruction of the machinery, involved by the 
failure of the process known as the Bergmann patent, which was 
at firss employed. 

The calcium carbide works at Jaice, with a capital of 250,000/. 
(6,000,000 kr.), also was not flourishing in 1899. (Foreign Office, 
Annual Series, 2,552.) 


SERVIA. 


H.M. Consul at Belgrade reports that official statistics value the 
gross trade of Servia during the year 1899 at 


Trade in 1899, 

and Nine Months pyrene an increase, compared with 1898, 

0 The total for the first nine months of 1900 


was estimated at 3,412,631/., showing an increase, compared with 
the corresponding months of 1899, of 369,522/. 

In 1899 imports were valued at 1,857,144/., or 213,0671. more 
than in 1898: and exports at 2,629,7751., an increase of 350,1161. 
During the first nine months of 1900 imports were valued at 
1,593,168/. and exports at 1,819,463/., an increase, compared with 
the corresponding months of 1899, of 321,925. and 47,597/. 
respectively. 

Deducting from the, gross value of imports in 1899 
commodities under the head of agricultural and garden produce, 
timber and firewood, and live-stock, the contribution of foreign 
industries was represented by a sum of 1,740,4371., of which the 
proportion provided by Austria-Hungary was estimated at 
1,012,2167. Yarns and textile fabrics (with the exception of 
woollen and silk goods), fill the most important place in the list of 
imports, the next in value being metals, woollen goods, groceries, 
hides and leather, and ready-made clothing. Austria-Hungary’s 
position as next door neighbour, and the fact that she purchases 
over 83 per cent. of Servia’s produce give such a preponderance to 
her commercial relations with that country as to render any 
comparison between her Servian trade and that of other States a 
work of supererogation. 

The only other countries besides Austria-Hungary, whose 
individual trade with Servia amounts to a considerable sum, are 
the United Kingdom and Germany. Out of Germany’s total of 
191,690I. (in 1899) nearly 50,0001. was placed to the account of 
woollen yarn and cheap piece-goods of the same material, the 
British contribution under this head being valued at 24,7041. 
In the British total of 229,296/., 164,912/. was the value assigned 


‘482 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [Feb, 21, 1901. 


Miscellaneous. 


to yarns and textiles (other than woollen or silk), chiefly cotton ; 
the German contributions being estimated at slightly under 
30,0007. In metals, hides, chemicals, machinery, fancy goods, 
and ready-made clothing German trade keeps ahead of the British, 
but her average sales under each of these six heads was 16,0001. 
only ; i.e., a total of 96,000/. 

The fact that for a series of years there has been comparatively 
little change in the proportions of foreign (including British) 
trade with Servia is due to causes other than the frequently 
asserted lack of energy on the part of British manufacturers. 
Servia cannot find any other main outlet for her produce than 
Austria-Hungary until she is able to control her means of com- 
munication with the Mediterranean Sea and reduce the cost of 
transport considerably below its present rate. (Foreign Office, 
Annual Series, 2,553.) 


In the same report H.M. Consul at Belgrade states that wholesale 
Effect of merchants in Belgrade are neither satisfied with 
New Taxation business done in 1900, nor optimistic in their 
* forecasts for 1901. The tax on trade profits, 
which was introduced in lieu of the surtax of 75 “centimes 
additionnelles” upon the “Obrt” or Turnover Tax, has had 
the anticipated effect of checking the natural activity of trade, 
and, although the full severity of the measure was mitigated by 
means of Ministerial Decrees interpreting the manner of its 
application so as to meet the absolute non-possumus of the whole- 
sale merchants—many of whom declared that the application of 
the tax, according to the letter of the law, would force them to 
suspend business—the uncertainty of the situation and menace 
of extra burden compelled many of the smaller dealers to con- 
siderably curtail their purchases or close their shops. A partner 
of one of the largest wholesale importing firms in Belgrade states 
that his warehouse is still full of spring goods (especially prints), 
of which he has been unable to dispose, and that he found it 
necessary to forego his usual autumn visit to Manchester, as he has 
sufficient stock on his hands to meet the requirements of the 
coming season. 

The law imposing the tax on business profits, being admittedly 
too complicated and severe for practical application, is to be 
superseded by fresh legislation, in the elaboration of which the 
commercial community has been allowed to have a consultative 
' share by means of chosen delegates. (Foreign Office, Annual 
Series, 2,553.) 
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BRAZIL. 


In a report recently received at the Foreign Office from the Acting 
eiiieiee British Consul for the State of Maranhao it is 
Conditions in stated that, in contradistinction to the States of 

Maranhao: Cotton Paré and Amazonas, where industry received an 

Mills. &c enormous stimulus, first by the abolition of 
Pert slavery, and then by the establishment of the 

Republic and the consequent decentralisation of political and 

commercial interests from the Federal Capital, the industry of 

Maranhao shrank and dwindled when the slave, his own master, 

could please himself whether he worked much, or little, or not at 

ali. This is to be attributed, perhaps, to the fact that enjoying the 
privilege of no specially valuable product such as the coffee of the 

Southern or rubber of the Northern States, the district held out no 

inducements for the inflow of foreign capital and labour, whilst the 

more enterprising of the natives are constantly emigrating to seek 
their fortunes elsewhere. 

In the capital and the townships the established merchants 
continue to do their business in a comfortable and reposeful manner, 
whilst up country the estate owners live much as they have done 
during the past 100 years. Their slaves, now liberated, continue 
for the most part to live on the estates as they did in the past, 
with the exception that being freemen they do considerably less 
work than they were obliged to do in their former state. 

Despite these prevailing conditions, however, a wave of com- 
mercial activity passed over the State some nine years ago when a 
number of industrial companies were started, several cotton mills 
erected, and various other enterprises undertaken.. A large 
amount, practically all, of the available local capital was absorbed 
by these companies, from which great results were expected. 
Unfortunately, however, these expectations were not fulfilled, and 
although several of the cotton mills continue working on a large 
scale, they do so under difficulties, and the amount of the capital 
locked up in them has seriously limited the supply for other local 
needs. 

In a few years some 17 cotton mills and various factories for the 
manufacture of shot, boots, matches, jute, and woollen goods were 
started. In fact, a very praiseworthy enterprise was shown by 
the inhabitants in many ways. That this enterprise has not 
received the reward it deserved is probably owing to the fact 
that in almost every case the preliminary expenses incurred in 
the erection of buildings and plant were too great for the re- 
sources of the companies, and sufficient control was not kept on 
expenses in the first place. Although most of the original share- 
holders will probably lose, yet there is a possibility that on 
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reconstruction, or on the factories passing into different and more 
experienced hands, good results may be obtained. 
At present there are working in the capital amongst the 
‘various mills some 1,500 looms, and in the country towns some 
1,000 looms. The total output of the mills in the,capital is about 
40,000 metres per diem of cloth, consisting of shirtings, coarse 
drills, and sackcloth. The two largest mills are the “ Anil” and 
“ Fabril,” the former having 280 looms, and the latter 500 looms, 
It is calculated that some 750,000/. has been locked up in the 
various cotton mills. 
Except as regards cotton goods, which are manufactured by the 
local mills, Manchester goods hold their own. (Foreign Office, 
Miscellaneous Series, 547.) 


ARGENTINA. 


The following table, based on figures published in the “ Review of 
the River Plate” for the 12th ult., shows the 


destination of the principal exports from 


To United 
States. 


2,308,726 


17 
48,325 
105,971 


11 Ss 
uo 


3 


verage weights :—One bale of wool, 450 kilos.; One bale of sheepskins, 450 kilos. ; One bale 
of hair, 450 kilos.; One bale ms, 370 kilos.; One bale hay, 50 kilos.; One pipe of tallow, 
; One hogshead of , 200 k:los.; One cask of tallow, 100 kilos.; One case of butter, 


484 
figures of each principal export to all parts for 1899 being added 
for purposes of comparison :— 
| 
Dry Ox Hides ... No. | 27,14 ss | 70,748 |296,169 |306,152 | 546,978 | 2,081,482 
Ox Hides. ,, | 36,440 98,426 |368,781| — | 57,608 ||1,050,737 |/1,180,275 
Dry Horse Hides 2,600; — | — | 63,386] — | 15,672]| 81,658 || 88,557 
Salt Horse Hides ,, 38,445; — 38,445 83,825 
Sheep Skins ... Bales 10,268 | 48,101; 2,965) 5,992 1,438 63,806 72,310 
480 | '106] 1,178] 2135 || 4,797|| 6,280 
Pipes 7,598 3,182] 1,019| 9,570]  2,499|| 23,868|| 17,952 
Tallow ... { Catks 17,272 | 8,776] "995| 13,702 || 36,213 || 31,451 
Hhds.| 2,346 | 5,810] 200] 5,067| 9,205 || 22,628|| 19,563 
Goat Skins ... Bales 4 1,079 60 17|| 3,507 || 3,423 
. » | 96,255 3,124| 69,015 || 253,633 || 513,863 
Frozen Wethers No. |2,372,968 — ||2,872,969 ||2,485,949 
Wheat ... Tons | 323,233 37,643 51,111 |1,524,209 ||2,042/167 ||1,791,668 
Maize | 121,394 96,339 | 72,398 | $2,671 | "417,883 || 740,685 |/1,122,720 
Linseed 45,563 16,571| 36,467 | 5,609] 96,455 || 201,093 || "216,426 
1,731 53 178 50} 35,904 || 37,916|| 54,044 
1,256 4,523 | 47,326] — | 15,810|| 68,915|| 64,186 
Pollards ... ... Bags | 26,856 97,614| 19,214] — | 11,187 || 154,821 || 234,198 
Oilseed | 17,029 | 2,142] 86,554) — 6,398 || 112,123 || 90,284 
Beef Qtrs. | 261,365 - — 261,365 || 113,431 
Hay Bales} 3,588 | — 736 1 |1,419,642 ||1,423,967 || 885,163 
Quebracho Tons 65 | 30,296 | 82,602 | 20,089 | 67,840 || ’221/223 || 163,687 
Tobacco .... ... Bales 6,556 8,331 14,887 11,659 
Butter Cases| 39,910 —|—-|- 577 || 40,487 || 49,399 
Sugar |. Tons| 16,229 sj — | — 1,468 || 17,855 || 29,110 
25 kilos, 
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PARAGUAY. 


According to “ American Trade” (the organ of the National 
Sen, tee the Association of Manufacturers, Philadelphia) of 
Encouragement 15th ult., the Paraguayan Government has 
of Shipbuilding recently promulgated a Law for the encourage- 
* ment of ship-building, among the provisions of 

which are the following :— 

Article 1.—On and after the publication of the present Law 
there shall be allowed to the builders of steam or sailing vessels 
the following subsidies on ships constructed in the docks of the 
Republic 

1. Fifteen dollars gold for each ton whether the vessel be of 
wood, mixed construction (wood and other materials), or iron or 
steel, provided steam be the motive power. 

2. Five dollars gold per ton for each ton of wooden sailing ships 
or mixed construction of a capacity of more than 50 tons. 

3. Two and one-half dollars gold for each ton of the class of 
vessels mentioned in the preceding clause that do not exceed 50 
tons. 


REPORTS OF BRITISH CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE. 


Bradford.—The Board of Trade have received from the Bradford 
Chamber of Commerce a copy of their annual report for 1900. 
This report states that in point of membership the Bradford 
Chamber now ranks as the fourth Chamber in England, the only 
English Chambers which have a larger membership being those of 
London, Manchester, and Liverpool. In addition to the matters 
referred to in the report, about 1,500 enquiries on trade matters 
were answered, over 3,400 certificates of origin and other com- 
mercial documents were issued, and no fewer than 18 commercial 
disputes were referred to the Chamber during the year for 
settlement by arbitration, the highest number for any previous 
year having been nine (in 1889). 

In conjunction with the report an interesting pamphlet was also 
received conta‘ning statistics relating to the City of Bradford and 
to the woollen and worsted trades of the United Kingdom, 
compiled by Frederick Hooper, Secretary to the Bradtord Chamber 
of Commerce. 
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Reports of British Chambers of Commerce. 


Manchester.—An ordinary meeting of the Board of Directors of 
the Manchester Chamber of Commerce was held on the 13th inst., 
Mr. John Thomson, president, occupying the chair. 

The President stated that, in accordance with a previous decision 
of the Board, an amplification of the resolution to be moved by 
the Manchester Chamber at the March meeting of the Association 
of Chambers of Commerce had been forwarded to the Council of 
the Association. The full terms of the resolution are: 1. That 
serious injury is inflicted upon British and Colonial industry and 
commerce in consequence of certain grave defects in our patent 
laws. 2. (a) That an applicant should be entitled to claim in one 
wey only one invention. In patents which cannot be defined by 

rawings he should furnish, if demanded by the Patent Office, 
specimens of ingredients and of the patented article sufficient in 
quantity for the purpose of experiment. (b) That every patentee 
should mark each article or each package in which the article is 
made up and sold with the word “ patented,” together with the day 
and year of the patent ; and (c) if the article consists of a mixture 
of which a part only is patented, this fact should also be stated. 
8. That provision should be made for granting patents of addition, 
free of charge, to a patentee for improvements in his original 
patented invention ; such additional patents should expire simul- 
taneously with the original patent. It was agreed that a request 
should be sent to other Chambers interested in this question asking 
them to support the Manchester resolution. 

With reference to complaints previously brought before the 
Board respecting the compulsory landing at Constantinople of 
goods destined for other Turkish ports, and the needless incurring 
of quay dues and other charges, a letter, dated 17th January, was 
read from’ the Constantinople correspondent of a Manchester 
merchant stating that the difficulties thus arising had been over- 
come, for the present at least. It is presumed, therefore, that the 
Turkish Government has reverted to the former practice of 
allowing such goods to be transferred over the ship’s side in the 
harbour to the several branch steamers. 


Feb. 21, 1901.] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 487 


STATISTICAL TABLES. 


Cotton Returns. 


Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported 
at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the Week 
and 7 Weeks ended 14th February, 1901. 


Week ended 7 Weeks ended 
— 14th February, 14th February, 
1901, 1901. 


| IMPORTS. 
(Bales.) 


| No. | No. 
| 
6,054 
| 2,550 | 56,533 
26 | 8,212 
Total 28,652 | 669,462 
EXPorRTs. 
(Bales.) 
No. No. 
American... = iiss 7,750 26,414 
| 
8,246 43,812 | 
| 
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Corn Prices. 


Statement showing the Quantities Sold and Average Price of British 
Corn, per quarter of 8 bushels, Imperial Measure*, as received 
from the Inspectors and Officers of Excise in the week ended 
16th February, 1901, pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882. 


— Quantities Sold. Average Price. 

Qrs. Bus. | 


Comparative statement for the corresponding week in each of the years 
from 1897 to 1900 :— 


Quantities Sold. Average Price. 
Corre- 
sponding 
Week in 
Wheat. Barley. | Oats. Wheat. | Barley. Oats. 


Qrs. Bus.| Qrs. Bus.) Qrs, Bus, s. a. s. d. 
16,008 4 28 11 23 9 16 6 


1897 ..-| 45,976 3 54,980 7 
1898 ..-| 68,404 6 72,718 O | 21,296 4 35 (0 | 27 11 7-8 
1899 —...| 84,267 6 | 75,358 2| 22488 3 | 26 0 | 2610 | 1611 

7 2411 16 8 


8 
a 
or 
w 


1900 76,611 6 80,414 


* Section 8 of the Corn Keturns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperia] bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shal] convert such returns into the Imperial! bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, 
and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats. 


| 
| 
| | | 
| 
| 
| | | | | | 
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Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom. 
Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of Agricultural 

Produce imported into the United Kingdom in the week ended 
16th February, 1901, together with the quantities imported in the 
corresponding week of the previous year. 
Week ended | Correspond- 
16th Feb., ing week 
1901. in 1900. 
Animals, living :— 
Oxen, bulls, cows, and calves ... 34 Number 9,110 6,891 
Sheep andlambs... .. 8,128 12/856 
Swine eee ” | 
Fresh meat :— 
eee Owts, 85,607 76,612 
Salted or preserved meat :— 
Bacon Owts, 100,189 120,229 
Beef pe 8,412 4, 
Hams os ” 40,223 82,978 
Pork oes tee eee eee 6,087 4,864 
Meat, unenumerated, salted or fresh .. ” 8,838 14,736 
Meat,preserved,otherwise than by salting 9,804 16,249 
Dairy produce and substitutes :— 
Margarine ... 14,91 
Milk, fresh, in cans or drums”... » 468 
»  cream* 107 871 
» preserved, other kinds* ... ” 14 
» conden: 21,779 19,748 
Rabbits, d (not tinned) oF Cwts. 6,607 2,045 
Corn, grain, meal and flour :— ; 
Wheat... ... 1,141,500 494,600 
Wheat-meal and flour ” 270,600 861,400 
Barley... 350,900. 227,100 
ts 481,900 171,900 
Peas 56 900 31,300 
Beans ane eee ” 67.700 36,400 
Maize or Indian corn n 691,200 845, 
Fruit, raw | 
App Owts, 53,260 88,620 
Apricots and peaches .. oon 85 
nas... Bunches 19,525 27,097 
Gooseberries 
Grapes | 205 181 
Lemons | 25,100 24,524 
Oranges .. 201,696 216,798 
Pears | 270 
Strawberries eee see eee ” | 
Unenumerated ... 1,618 1,755 
Vegetables, raw :— } | 
Onions. «|  Bushels. 187,375 | 175,951 
Potatoes ... coe Cwts, 114,576 | 45,393 
Unenumerated ... Value £ 8,247 11,540 
Driedt ose eae Cwts. 5,567 
Preserved by canning? ... 5,500 


* In 1900 these were not shown ly. 
+ Included with vegetables unenumerated, prior to 1901. 
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GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of January, 1901, have been 
published. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of 
each month, may be purchased at a small cost (in the present 
instance 8}d.) per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, 
from Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet 
Street, London, E.C., and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; or Messrs. 
John Menzies & Co., Rose Street, Edinburgh, and 90, West Nile 
Street, Glasgow; or Messrs. Hodges, Figgis, & Co., Limited, 104, 
Grafton Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that the ‘‘ Annual State- 
ment of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign 
Countries and British Possessions” for the year 1899 may be 
purchased at a cost of 8s. 43d. at any of the addresses enumerated 
above. This publication, which contains much more detailed and 
exhaustive information than can be given in the Monthly Accounts, 
deals with the imports and exports of the United Kingdom from 
and to each foreign country, British possession, and British 
protectorate for each of the years 1895 to 1899 inclusive, the 
imports and exports at the sri ports, transhipments, and 
bonded warehouse accounts. 


THE LABOUR GAZETTE. 


This Gazette is published by the Board of Trade on the 
15th of each month. The number published on the 15th inst. con- 
tains special articles on the State of the Labour Market in 
January : Accidents to Workpeople in 1900: Agricultural Wages 
in December, 1899 and 1900: Accident Insurance Law in Holland: 
Legal Cases affecting Labour: Labour in the Colonies: Reports 
on Special Industries: Employment in London and the Provinces, 
&e., &e. 


| 
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Government Publications. 


FOREIGN OFFICE AND COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. : 
TuE following Reports of the Annual Series, which have been issued 
from H.M. Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the undermentioned 
places since lst January, 1901, may be obtained from Messrs. Eyre & 
Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, B.C. 


No. | Place. | Price. 

2544 Tainan (South Formosa) (1899) .. ots 

2545 Somali Coast Protectorate pas 

2546 Mexico Ay see DA. 

2547 Denmark (1999) Supplement 

2548 Russia—Agriculture of the Odessa District, "1900 

2549 Egypt (1899 and half of 1900)... 24d. 

2550 Southern Italy (1900)... | 

2551 Germany, Estimates for 1901 ove 

2552 Bosnia and Herzegovina (1899) ... ove 

2553 Servia (1899 and 1900) ... 14d. 

2554 Ionian Islands (1899) ... 14d. 


Miscellaneous Series. 


The following Report from H.M. Representatives abroad on subjects of 
So and commercial interest has also been issued since lst January, 
901, and may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


No. | | Price, | 
546 | France.—Preparation of French Plums... 
547 Brazil.—Report on the State of Maranhao “es soa) 


Treaty Series. 
The following numbers of the Treaty Series issued since lst January, 
1901, may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


No. Price. 
1 Agreement between the United Kingdom and Guiana | 
relative to China ‘ 
2 Convention betweeu the United ‘Kingdom and Japan for the | 
protection of the estates of deceased persons ade 4d. 


COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following Reports relating to H.M. Colonial Possessions issued since 
lst January, 1901, may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 
East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C.:— 


Annual. 
No. Place. | Price. 
312 St. Vincent... iss 
314 | Hong Kong... on 
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THE COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE BRANCH 


OF THE 


BOARD OF TRADE. 


The Intelligence Branch of the Commercial Department of the Board of 
Trade has been established with a view to meet the constantly increasing 
demand for prompt and accurate information on commercial matters, so far as 
it can be met by Government action. In deciding to establish this new 
branch, the Board of Trade were largely influenced by the recommenda- 
tions contained in the Report* of a Departmental Committee composed not 
only of representatives of the various Government Departments concerned, 
but also of prominent representatives of commercial interests, which was 
‘ appointed in July, 1897. The Committee referred to was requested to 
consider and ‘advise (1) as to the best means of collecting and of dissemi- 
nating among those interested prompt and accurate information upon 
commercial subjects, and (2) as to the collection of samples, especially 
of goods of foreign manufacture competing with Briitsh productions, and 
the exhibition of such samples to manufacturers and traders in this 
country. As a result of their deliberations the Committee recommended 
under head (1) the establishment of a new office, under the Board of Trade, 
on lines which the Board have followed generally in the creation of the 
Intelligence Branch, and this Branch is consequently intended to become 
centre at which information on all subjects of commercial interest shall 
be collected and focussed in a form eonvenient. for reference. In addition, it 
is the duty of the Branch, as far..as, Cigcumstances permit, to afford” 
information in reply to all inquiries on commercial matters which may be 
addressed to it, whether written or verbal2°°™ ° 

The office, which is temporarily housed at No. 50, Parliament Street, * 
London, 8.W., was opened on the 23rd October, 1899; its principal officer 
(under the Controller-General of the Commercial, Statistical, and Labour 
Departments of the Board of Trade) being Mr. T. Worthington, who recently 
acted as Special Commissioner to the Board’ in an inquiry into the condition 
and prospects of British trade in certain South American countries. Thé 
“Intelligence Branch” will endeavour, on application being made to it, to 
supply information with regard to the following subjects, viz. :—Oommerecial 
Statistics; Matters relating to Foreign and Oolonial Tariffs; Ewcvse and 
“ Consumption” duties; Port, Harbour, and Tonnage dues, and other charges om 
Shipping ; Customs Regulations ; Consular Fees ; Forms of Certificates of Origin; 
Regulations concerning Commercial T'ravellers ; Trading Licenses; Foreiyn and 
Colonial Contracts open to Tender; Foreign and Colonial Bounties; Listt 
of Firms engaged in particular lines of business in different localities, &c., és 
An Inquiry Room, at which copies of official publications, directories, and 
other works of reference may be consulted, is reserved at the offices of the 
Branch for the convenience of personal applicants. 

The “ Board of Trade Journal” is the principal medium through which 
intelligence collected by the Branch and intended for general information is 
conveyed to the public. The Journal, which, up to the close of 1899, was 
issued monthly at the price of 6d., is now issued weekly at the price of 1d. 


* Parliamentary Paper C. 8,962 of 1898, to be obtained through Messrs. Eyre and 3 
Spottiswoode’s office for the sale of such documents, in Bast Harding Street, Fetter Lane, 


London, E.C., price 24d. 


| 
i 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


4 
q | 
q 
) 
j 
> 
ia 
d 
h 
s 
id 
e, 


